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Continued Over

The People Must Continue Their Fight to
Safeguard Mental Health Services

Junior Doctors picket line at QE Hospital Gateshead on
February 10 to defend pay, safe working and the NHS

The consultation by the
Northumberland and Tyne &
Wear Mental Health Trust
(NTW) on the future of
Mental Health services in
Gateshead and Newcastle
closed on February 12th 2016.

Like a similar “consultation” in
South Tyneside, where all the
acute beds were closed in 2013
against the wishes of the majority
that took part, the proposal
favoured by the Trust is the closure
of acute mental health beds in
Gateshead and Newcastle. So if
this is implemented acute mental
health care beds will only be
available at Ryhope in
Sunderland, or Morpeth in
Northumberland. In other
proposals in the consultation,
which it is clear the Trust has listed
reluctantly, there are only
proposals to enforce the drastic
reduction in theses acute beds
both in Gateshead and
Newcastle.

There has clearly been massive
opposition to this proposal from
the people concerned about
mental health services as well as
from local MPs and people within
public local bodies. At the
Gateshead consultation events,
people attending opposed the fact
that the CCG tried to prohibit

open discussion and comments by
the public and they fought
successfully to get their views
heard. All of those who spoke -
adamantly opposed the closure of
acute mental health beds in
Gateshead. Writing about these
proposals, which she submitted to
the consultation, a concerned
resident of Gateshead said: “What
is the difference in Sunderland
CCG finances and Newcastle/
Gateshead CCG finances which
leads Newcastle/Gateshead CCG
to only being able to have
community services on a par with
Sunderland if we use the two out
of area hospitals? Both of these
sites are on the extreme
geographical edges of the NTW
area as far away from the largest
population area of Newcastle/

Gateshead, and attendant travel
systems, as possible. The fact that
NTW did not consult with
everyone concerned on their future
plans, and have left their entire area
with a hospital system not fit for
purpose on the far edges of their
area should be investigated as it
shows a complete disregard for
the majority of those, including
North and South Tyneside, whom
they provide services for.”

“NTW continued to ignore
appropriate practice by not
consulting over the closure,
reduction in beds and moving of
PICU wards, high dependency
wards, eating disorder wards and
others. They intended to do the
same over Elm House move on
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ward until questioned on it. They were taken to court
over the proposed closure, without due consultation,
of the eating disorder beds at the RVI, which resulted
in them staying in Newcastle. In the present consultation
there is no mention of the reduction of over half the
move on wards by the closure of the Newcastle one.
This will surely result in more bed blocking in acute
wards.”

“The seemingly effective and costly community services
that Sunderland has managed to acquire has only
brought down the hospital admission rates per
100,000 of their CCG population to the same rate as
it already is in Newcastle/Gateshead, so it is simply
erroneous to extrapolate from NTW figures that
Newcastle/Gateshead could have a similar reduction
of 34% in admissions. Also while the population of
Newcastle/Gateshead is going up, that of Sunderland
is declining.”

“.......The consultation cites occupancy rates for acute
wards in Newcastle/Gateshead as being 87% for
2014/15. In a Freedom of Information Request I was
given the figure of 93.86% for 2014/15, (99% over
five years) and for St Georges for 2014/15 as 97.26%,
all way above the Royal College of Psychiatrists
recommendations of 84%. Cutting Newcastle/
Gateshead acute wards from 5 to 3 while occupancy
rates are so high is simply not feasible. Incidents of
section 3 being used nationally, and demand for beds
generally, is growing. To provide fewer beds than is
needed within the area, will result in much more money

being spent on out of area and private beds, none
of which is budgeted for within the consultation.”

The plan of NTW to cut acute beds and close acute
mental health facilities in Northumberland and Tyne
& Wear has to be seen in the context of the
acknowledged reports of the extreme crisis in
mental health funding and the lack of acute mental
health beds as well as support in the community.
David Cameron the Prime Minister wrings his hands
and is quite prepared to accept responsibility and
claim that more funding is available. Yet over the
next few years clearly the government plan is to
allow mental health facilities run by public authorities
to disappear whilst forcing commissioners to spend
more and more on inadequate expensive privatised
provision of mental health care.

In the face of the fraudulent austerity arguments that
the health care of the people is too costly the people
must assert their claim that health care is a right in a
modern society and must be funded as a priority
over the schemes of the rich at home and abroad to
enrich themselves at the expense of the welfare of
the people. The people must continue to strengthen
their organised resistance and expose further this
whole assault on the mental well being of the people,
defend public authority and bring the inhuman
perpetrators of theses criminal plans at the heart of
government and elsewhere to account. The people
must continue their fight to safeguard mental health
services.
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