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The Cities and Local Government
Devolution Bill became an Act of
Parliament on January 28. This
fraudulent and hypocritical Act has
been rushed through Parliament
just as Cities and Local
Governments have also been
rushed to sign up to it during its
passage through Parliament.

The Act claims to devolve some
powers over public services and
budgets to cities and local
authorities only if a Mayor is
provided for the combined
authority who embodies these
added powers.

Many authorities have signed the
agreements with the government,
yet the government has provided
very little detail in the vague text
of the agreements, or how it will
be funded. Cornwall, Manchester,
the West Midlands, the North East
and five pilots in London are
among the biggest cities and
authorities already signed up to the
Act.

On October 23, 2015, before the
Act was passed the Tees Valley
Shadow Combined Authority
(TVSCA) signed its agreement
with the government that includes
powers for employment and skills,
transport, planning and investment

Newcastle Stop the War Coalition held its Annual General Meeting on
Tuesday, February 2. The context of the AGM was the continuing
dangerous situation which is being created by the Anglo-US imperialist
warmongers. These proponents of war are stepping up their covert and
overt military intervention in Syria, Iraq, Libya, Ukraine and elsewhere
using the pretext of a “war on terrorism”. The state is also wreaking its
vengeance in attempting to criminalise the Muslim community and to
attack the rights of all the people in Britain under the guise of opposing
terrorism.

A report was produced on the activities over the last year and the convener
gave a report on the work of Newcastle Stop the War Coalition over the
same period, which generated some important discussion.

The convenor said that Newcastle Stop the War Coalition started the year
doing vital work to oppose the attempts of the ruling circles to whip up
hostility and racism against the Islamic community. The government’s
aim has been to criminalise the right to conscience and attack the rights
of all.

Secondly, the work has been to oppose the warmongering ruling elite’s

Junior Doctors on the picket line at South Tyneside District
Hospital last month to defend pay, safe working and the NHS
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Fraudulent Devolution - From Page 1
for the region. However, there is no reference to health
in this agreement unlike the rest of the north east of
England authorities. On the same day the North East
Combined Authority (NECA) signed a devolution deal
with the government including a commitment to
establish a Commission for Health and Social Care
Integration for the north east to “establish the scope
and basis for further health and social care integration,
deeper collaboration and devolution across the
Combined Authority’s area and reduce health
inequalities in order to improve outcomes”.

Both these devolution agreements mean that the two
combined authorities must hold elections for a
combined authority Mayor. For example, NECA’s
agreement states that the mayor “will create the UK’s
first integrated transport system”. This statement
beggars belief when in the first place the integrated
public authority transport systems, not just for the north
east but the whole of the country, were destroyed by
the privatisation of rail, buses and ferries in the 1980s.
More recently last year, at the same time the
government was signing this agreement with NECA
on “devolution”, they were also representing the
interests of the big transport companies, Stagecoach
and Arriva. On behalf of these transport monopolies
a government watchdog quango sabotaged the plans
of NECA to introduce “quality contracts” even though
these contracts only attempted to assert local authority
control over the contracts, bus fares and the bus
routes of these private monopolies! This is the stage
that is being set for “devolution” – that the outsourcing
of public service contracts to private companies and
safeguarding their interests is to be sacrosanct. Then
by this Act the Mayor has extra powers to add a
premium to rates to pay for new infrastructure projects
and also the borrowing of funds, but only provided

the Mayor has “business support” which is all
implicit in the Act.

Similarly, with health and social care integration.
Health and social care was integrated in the past
before the right to long term health and social care
was abrogated in the 1990s with the introduction
of charges for “social” care and the privatisation
of nursing and care homes. Today both health and
social care budgets are in crisis because the savage
cuts governments have imposed over many years.
Therefore, the issue is not whether the decisions
are taken in London, or the north east of England.
The issue of “health and social care integration”
can only be dealt with when the right to health and
social care is guaranteed by the government and
all public authorities. The issue is not one of
“devolution” but that government is not carrying
out its responsibility to ensure that there are public
authorities providing health and social care and
that they are fully resourced.

The role of the Mayor has itself become an
anachronism in modern society in almost all cities
and boroughs with the Mayor confined to
ceremonial and other official duties. It is now being
revived as a cover to appoint by election regional
Chief Executives of England PLC. The reality
shows that this “devolution” to an elected north
east mayor cannot empower the people of the
north east and the rest of the England but is aimed
at entrenching further the destruction of public
authorities and further concentrating the affairs of
cities and regions in the hands of the executive of
the ruling elite and the monopoly interests. The
government’s fraudulent and hypocritical
“devolution” must be opposed.
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On November 25, 2015, changes in the
government’s Spending Review will mean that from
2017/18 (August 1, 2017) new students on nursing,
midwifery and Associated Health Professional
(AHP) pre-registration courses which lead on to
qualification with one of the health professional
regulators in England will take out maintenance and
tuition loans like other students rather than getting
an NHS grant, known as a nurse training bursary.
This latest move by the government has been met
by universal condemnation. The Scottish
government, the Welsh Assembly and Northern
Ireland Assembly are refusing to implement the
changes with Scotland continuing to uphold non-
repayable grants for all students at Scottish
universities. The measures are also opposed by
trade unions and professional bodies representing
health workers, and opposition from student nurses
and health workers is building. On January 9, mass
protests were organised in London, Manchester,
Newcastle and other cities. More than 150,000
people have signed an online petition against the
cuts to these student grants which forced the
government to debate the issue in Parliament. In
this debate on January 11, Shadow Secretary of
State for Health Heidi Alexander said that she
served notice on the Minister and that “the
Opposition will oppose the plans every step of the
way”.

With this latest attack on the livelihood of working
people, the government intends to plunge student
nurse, midwives, paramedics and those studying
radiography, radiotherapy, physiotherapy,
occupational therapy, chiropody and speech and
language therapy into massive debt before they even
qualify. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
State for Health Ben Gummer in the January 11
Commons debate admitted that the limit on
government funded NHS nurse places was the
cause of the crisis in nursing numbers. The Minister,
with the usual perverse thinking with which the
government implements all its fraudulent austerity
programmes, then went on to say that the solution

is to cut the bursary and replace it with a student
loan. Rather than increase the number of training
places on the NHS bursary he said that “we want
to expand the number of places so that people get
the chance to become a nurse, but within the current
spending envelope”! In this way the government
engages in an even worse anti-social measure as a
solution to a previous anti-social measure that is now
in crisis. The crisis of the supply of nurses and nurse
training is deepened just as it is in every other field,
or sector of the economy. It is this anti-social, pro-
austerity consensus direction of successive
governments that is causing the destruction of any
semblance of coherence in public services and the
economy. This is affecting the livelihoods and social
well being of all except the minority who stand to
increase their wealth through the interest on student
loans, nurse agencies and other private monopolies,
and so on.

The fact is that the start of this most serious crisis in
nurse training and the supply of trained nurses for
the NHS can be traced back to the Labour
government and Project 2000. Project 2000 shifted
the training from teaching hospital based schools to
University based training, in one stroke reducing the
numbers of new nurses trained. Hospital and
community services no longer had direct control of
the numbers required to provide the NHS services
at their hospitals. At the same time, the NHS salary
to student nurses was replaced by a lower paid NHS
bursary. In 2010, with the coming to power of the
Coalition government, even these inadequate nurse
training places were reduced. Government cut the
number of places in England from 20,829 in 2009/
10 to 17,219 in 2012/13 with 19,206 in 2013/14.
The Royal College of Nursing (RCN) had estimated
that there are around 100,000 applicants a year for
these 20,000 training places in Britain and that this
was storing up a huge crisis of the nursing numbers
required by the NHS. In this climate, hospitals and
community services are now forced to rely more
and more on recruitment from overseas, or use

Government’s Attack on the NHS Bursary:

Health Workers Organising Themselves to
Safeguard the Future of the Health Service

Continued on Page 4
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interference in Iraq, Syria and
elsewhere. Britain’s wars in
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libya and their five-year-long
interference on the side of the
rebels in Syria has left the world
and particularly Europe with the
worst refugee crisis since the
Second World War. Not only has
there been an inhuman response
prompting the whole movement to
oppose them with the call “refugees
are welcome here”, but also the
main interest has been to turn this
tragedy that they created into a
further military involvement and
interference in Syria. It is very
important to counter their attacks
on refugees and defend them by
defending the rights of all in society
and not allow them to incite one
one oppressed section against
another.

The campaign to oppose Britain’s
interference in Syria and its
bombing of Iraq and Syria has been
very vital work of the coalition. The
activists in the movement should
be congratulated for grasping the
importance of this struggle. It is the
case that the work of the Stop the
War campaigns has had an
influence. The Westminster
consensus has been broken. But the
crucial work of the anti-war
movement is to organise, with
others, to consolidate and
strengthen the movement itself.
The convenor concluded, “We face
an even more dangerous situation
in which the only solution coming
from the warmongers at the head
of the Anglo-US world is to step
up their war on terror, and their
rivalry with the other big powers
in the world. The danger of even
greater crimes against the people
looms large. We must redouble our
efforts to bring about an anti-war
government in Britain.”

expensive nurse agency companies. For example, hospitals now recruit
from poorer countries than can ill afford to lose their health workers such
as the Philippines, India and Spain. In 2014, hospitals recruited some
5,778 nurses from abroad.

The problem is that successive governments do not represent the interests
of society and the public good but represent the monopolies, with their
privatising capital centred interests. Many MPs1 particularly on the
government benches are directly involved in private health companies,
including nurse agencies, and drug companies all profiting from the NHS.
Yet cynically the government wants to saddle student nurses with £30-
50,000 debt and £900 taken out of their annual salary as soon as they
start work. How does that improve the health care system and how can
such a vicious attack on the livelihood of students nurses, midwives and
other health professionals be passed off as a solution to expanding nurse
training in England?

Health care is a right and not a privilege and can only be provided a
guarantee if the government sets a pro-social direction to meet those
needs in full. What must be upheld is that government and health authorities
are responsible to undertake the training and nurturing of the next
generation of health workers so that they can perform at the highest level
in serving the needs of the people.

The issue facing health workers is that in fighting to defeat this latest
attack on trainee nurses, midwives and other AHP health professionals
the challenge that has to be accepted is that none of these problems
facing society are going to be sorted out unless the people who provide
health care are also involved in arriving at the decisions. The government
has shown that in spite of significant victories of the people to safeguard
the NHS the government just comes back with more attacks. In other
words health workers must organise to empower themselves to make
the decisions. All these questions of the best way to train nurses doctors
and provide the health services and so on can then be properly sorted
out in a coherent way. The challenge is for the health workers movement
and the working class generally to build the opposition to these latest
cuts and start to turn things around with their own programme and
organisation to provide the alternative solutions to all the problems facing
health workers and society.
(Endnotes)
1 225 parliamentarians have recent or present financial private
healthcare connections

http://socialinvestigations.blogspot.co.uk/p/key-facts-of-lords-and-
mps-connections.html
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