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The Vital Question Facing the Working 
Class Movement: To Take a Stand for the 
Alternative!

This year’s TUC Congress is taking place at the Bourne-
mouth International Centre from September 8 to Septem-
ber 11. Delegates to Congress will discuss the report to 

the Congress from the General Council on the work of the TUC 
over the past 12 months and debate motions submitted by the 
constituent unions on policy of the TUC over the next 12 months 
and beyond, as well as electing the General Council for the com-
ing year from the nominations submitted by the constituent trade 
unions.

Debates on the motions have been grouped this year into sec-
tions which refer to the fight for jobs and a new economy, pay, 
welfare, and rights at work and strengthening the trade unions. 
At the same time, delegates will receive the report to the Con-
gress from the General Council which reflects on the 200,000 
For A Future that Works national demonstration organised last 
October by the TUC, as well as a report on the discussions on 
the practicalities of a general strike to take forward the fight for 
the alternative. In this context the General Council Report says 
that there is agreement among the trade unions that any relevant 
industrial action “needed to be part of a bigger campaign includ-
ing ‘mass community action’ against austerity” and in the report 
the General Council also agreed that the “TUC should bring to-
gether unions that were engaged in national disputes, or disputes 
of national significance, and/or where there was a desire for a 
practical discussion on co-ordinated action”. 

The urgent issue is facing the workers’ movement and Work-
ers’ Opposition is to fight for arrangements that recognise the 
rights of workers. There is an historic opportunity to focus on 
discussing this question, in the light of the fight that has been 
taken up to fight for the alternative and to plant the seeds of 
the Workers’ Opposition within the workers’ movement on this 
basis. 

This issue facing the delegates comes as the battles to safe-
guard the future of the NHS are raging, especially the mass com-
munity actions at Lewisham to save Lewisham Hospital, Mid 
Staffordshire Hospital, and elsewhere. Also, workers in every 
sector of the economy are also continuing to fight to defend their 
jobs and working conditions, pensions, public services as well 
as oppose the attacks on welfare benefits of all sections of the 
people and social housing. In these battles such as the campaign 
to save Lewisham Hospital the people are winning some impor-

tant battles.
The workers’ movement has an historic opportunity to occu-

py the space for change, but it is in danger of being squandered 
if the agenda is restricted to questions posed simply in terms of 
“fair pay”, without addressing in this difficult situation what is 
going to turn the situation around in favour of the working class 
and people. The way to occupy this space for change – posed in 
terms of the fight for the alternative – is to base the movement on 
the workers’ own thinking and independent programme, to rely 
on the strength of the working class in terms of its numbers and 
pro-social outlook. It has to do this, not by surrendering the ini-
tiative, but on the basis of taking up the fight for the rights of all, 
including the future of the health service for example. In this, in 
its own way, Lewisham is an example, because it has remained 
true to itself and its aims, and must continue to do so.

For the delegates the issue that is paramount is that it is only 
the working class movement that can take the lead in the strug-
gles of the people against this anti-social direction for society 
on the NHS and public services and all aspects the government 
austerity programme. The issue is to fight for the alternative as 
these issues emerge in the struggles of the working class and 
people whilst fighting for their collective interests. 

There is the urgent need to constitute the Workers’ Opposi-
tion in society and in Parliament with worker politicians – an 
opposition with its own independent programme for a pro-social 
and an anti-war government. Such a programme of the Workers’ 
Opposition is also to win the battle for democracy, for demo-
cratic renewal of the political process as the alternative to the 
archaic system of “representative” – that is, unrepresentative – 
democracy, with its cartel party system in the service of the mo-
nopolies. The vital question facing the working class movement 
is that it is the only independent political force that can unite all 
sections of the people around itself to fight for their interests and 
to fight for the alternative. This is the question confronting us to 
how to fight for this programme and work out the tactics to build 
the Workers’ Opposition.

The issue for the workers’ movement is to put a block on 
the Coalition government’s anti-social offensive and its fraudu-
lent austerity agenda. The task facing the TUC Congress at this 
time is to seriously take stock of the situation. In doing so, the 
Congress and delegates would realise that the way forward re-

TUC CONGRESS 2013:
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Celebrations and Vigilance over the 
Lewisham Hospital Victory

On July 31, after a nine-month-long fight, the announce-
ment was made that the court hearing against Jeremy 
Hunt mounted by Save Lewisham Hospital Campaign 

(SLHC) and Lewisham Council had been successful. This is a 
victory for Lewisham hospital and a victory for everyone fight-
ing to defend NHS and safeguard its future.

As soon as the announcement was made, the crowd of sup-
porters both inside the court and in the street outside gave a re-
sounding cheer and shouted slogans such as “Whose NHS? Our 
NHS!”, “Whose Hospital? Our Hospital!” and “The People of 
Lewisham will Never be Defeated!”. The big “Save Lewisham 
Hospital” banner was displayed as well as the “A Victory for 
Lewisham Hospital is a Victory for Everyone!” banner. Support-
ers all held up “Justice for Lewisham Hospital” and “Victory for 
Lewisham Hospital!” placards.

Later on at 5:00 pm there was a victory celebration outside 
Lewisham at which hundreds of people gathered to celebrate 
victory in a joyous carnival atmosphere with passing cars hoot-
ing in support. Rousing speeches were given by Lewisham Hos-
pital paediatrician and leading campaigner Tony O’Sullivan, 
SLHC chair Louise Irvine, a representative from the Lewisham 
Pensioners Forum, deputy chair Helmut Heib, local MP Heidi 
Alexander and a representative from Lewisham Council all hail-
ing the victory and proclaiming that the struggle to defend the 
NHS has to continue.

A refuse truck drew up to huge cheers alongside the gather-
ing festooned with huge banners announcing “Justice for Lew-
isham Hospital!” and “Lewisham Hospital Saved!”.

On the following Saturday, August 3, the celebrations con-
tinued in central Lewisham with hundreds of people taking 
away “Victory for Lewisham!” posters and signing a petition 

against NHS priva-
tisation. The refuse 
truck again appeared 
and went round the 
entire neighbourhood 
with campaigners on 
board announcing on 
a loud hailer “Lew-
isham Hospital Saved” 
and thanking the entire 
local community for 
their support in win-
ning victory. It repre-
sents a huge inspira-
tion for the struggles 
throughout the country 
against the onslaught 
of cuts, closures to 
hospitals and healthcare services and the overall privatisation 
of the NHS.

Despite the celebratory atmosphere, everyone present one 
was in no doubt that the fight has to continue; a battle might have 
been won but the war is very far from over. Deputy chair of the 
SLHC Helmut Heib urged everyone to support the big national 
Save the NHS demo on September 29 in Manchester outside the 
Tory party conference.

Victory parade and party, Saturday, September 14, 12 noon. 
Meet at Loampit Vale Roundabout (opp Lewisham Train Sta-
tion)! The parade will go past Lewisham Hospital and onto La-
dywell Fields for a Party in the Park!

instead to fight for those arrangements which recognise work-
ers’ rights, which recognise the rights of all, and go for a pro-
social direction to the economy and to society as a whole, based 
on the public good, and the working class and people being the 
decision-makers in society.

lies on strengthening the organised workers’ movement’s own 
organisation and consciousness, to focus its energies on block-
ing the arrangements that the Coalition is trying to impose to 
crush the movement, to wreck public services, to take the whole 
economy further down its anti-social, pro-austerity path – and 

Step Up the Fight for the Alternative! Plant the Seeds of the Workers’ Opposition! Take a Stand 
against the Anti-Social Wrecking and for a Pro-Social Economy! Who Decides? We Decide!

A Victory for Lewisham Hospital is a Victory for Everyone!

FIGHTING TO SAFEGUARD THE HEALTH SERVICE STEP-BY-STEP
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The High Court on July 31 found that the Secretary of State 
for Health, Jeremy Hunt MP, had acted outside his powers 
and therefore unlawfully in deciding to substantially cut 

services and close departments at Lewisham Hospital.
In the judgment, Mr Justice Silber said that the decision of 

the Secretary of State must be “quashed” as he had acted outside 
his powers as Secretary of State, and in breach of the National 
Health Service Act 2006, when he announced to Parliament 
that services at Lewisham Hospital would be downgraded and 
closed.

Law firm Leigh Day, representing the Save Lewisham Cam-
paign Group, successfully argued that the decision of the Secre-
tary of State was unlawful. They also successfully argued that 
the decision of Trust Special Administrator, the first to be ap-
pointed under new health service guidance, was also unlawful.

The Save Lewisham Hospital Campaign, made up of and 
supported by patients, community groups, GPs, hospital doctors, 
nurses and other health professionals working in Lewisham, was 
formed in 2012 in response to the South London Healthcare 
Trust Special Administrator (TSA) Matthew Kershaw’s propos-
al that, as part of the cost saving measures put forward for the 
neighbouring trust, South London Healthcare NHS Trust, that 
services at Lewisham Hospital should be reduced.

Despite being appointed TSA for the South London Health-
care Trust, in his final report to the Secretary of State in January 
2013, Mr Kershaw not only proposed changes to South London 
Healthcare Trust but also to Lewisham Healthcare Trust, in par-
ticular to Lewisham Hospital which it runs.

Mr Kershaw proposed that the Hospital should close and 
downgrade some of its services, including its A&E department, 
acute admitting wards and adult Intensive Care Unit. He also 
suggested that the maternity service at the hospital should be 
downgraded or closed completely.

These recommendations were made despite widespread 
agreement that Lewisham Hospital was a high achieving and 
popular hospital not in financial difficulty.

Save Lewisham Hospital campaign argued to the TSA at 
the time that the alternative health care options proposed would 
have been extremely difficult for residents to access.

However, on January 13 the Secretary of State announced to 
parliament that he accepted the TSA’s recommendations about 
South London Healthcare Trust including the recommendation 
to reconfigure NHS services “beyond the confines of [SLHT], 
across all of South East London [including Lewisham]”. (Para 
40)

The High Court today found that “The TSA did not have 
vires [the power] to make his recommendations relating to LH 
[Lewisham Hospital]; The Secretary of State did not have vires 

to make his Decision re-
lating to LH.” (Para 208) 
“Therefore the Decision 
of the Secretary of State 
insofar as it relates to LH 
must be quashed as must 
the recommendations of 
the TSA also insofar as 
they relate to LH.” (Para 
210)

In his judgment (Para 
38), Mr Justice Silber 
also referred to a pledge 
made by the Prime Min-
ister, David Cameron, in 
January 2013 to Dame 
Joan Ruddock, MP for 
Lewisham Deptford, that, in relation to Lewisham Hospital in 
particular: “What the Government and I specifically promised 
was that there should be no closures or reorganisations unless 
they had support from the GP commissioners, unless there was 
proper public and patient engagement and unless there was an 
evidence base. Let me be absolutely clear: unlike under the last 
Government when these closures and changes were imposed in 
a top-down way, if they do not meet those criteria, they will not 
happen.”

Rosa Curling from law firm Leigh Day, who represented the 
Save Lewisham Hospital Group said:

“When the Secretary of State appointed the Trust Special 
Administrator to investigate and develop recommendations on 
the future of South London Healthcare NHS Trust, he promised 
that there would be no ‘back-door approach to reconfiguration’; 
there would be no reconfiguration of neighbouring NHS services 
delivered by other NHS bodies beyond the South London Trust.

“He broke this promise – in fact, his decision regarding 
South London included a substantial reconfiguration of services 
delivered by other NHS bodies beyond South London and in 
particular in relation to Lewisham Hospital. The court has to-
day agreed that the TSA and the Secretary of State has no legal 
power to do this and has emphatically made clear that this deci-
sion should be quashed.”

Dr Louise Irvine, local GP and Chair of the Save Lewisham 
Hospital campaign, said that she had been overwhelmed by the 
support from people around the country:

“This is an incredible day. We are delighted for every single 
person who has supported the campaign and those who will now 
continue to benefit from this extraordinary hospital. The support 
from thousands of people in Lewisham is a very real demonstra-

High Court Quashes Decision by Jeremy 
Hunt to Close Lewisham Hospital
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tion of the Big Society.
“David Cameron himself said that there would be no ‘top-

down’ approach to closures and we appreciate the Court’s deci-
sion which should serve as a reminder to this Government to not 
forget their promises and not to underestimate those who they 
seek to represent.”

At the eleventh hour, on August 21, the government con-
firmed that they will appeal the judgment in the High Court. On 
the last day it could lodge its appeal, it lodged a formal applica-
tion to take July’s judgment by Mr Justice Silber to the Court of 
Appeal.

Rosa Curling from law firm Leigh Day said: “We remain 

confident that the Court of Appeal will uphold Mr Justice Sil-
ber’s decision and we intend to request an urgent hearing so the 
ongoing uncertainty facing the Hospital can be brought to an end 
as a matter of priority.”

Speaking on behalf of the Save Lewisham Hospital Cam-
paign, Tony O’Sullivan said: “We are disappointed by the Sec-
retary of State’s decision to launch an appeal. However, we are 
confident that the strength of our case will be upheld at appeal. 
Our commitment to defend the excellent services provided by 
Lewisham Hospital is unwavering.”

(Save Lewisham Hospital media relations)

A Victory for Lewisham Hospital! A 
Victory for Everyone!

The Line of March congratulates the people of 
Lewisham, the hospital and community medical, 
administrative and support staff that are all con-

tributing to the fight to safeguard the future of Lewish-
am hospital and the vital services it provides. In par-
ticular, we congratulate the Save Lewisham Hospital 
Campaign, chaired by Dr Louise Irvine, on its contin-
ued campaign to save the hospital and unite and build 
the resistance to the diktat of the government and the 
rich they represent. The victory for in the Judicial Re-
view actually is a victory for all, in that it demonstrates 
that the government cannot simply push through their 
dictate if the people’s resistance becomes organised in 
the way Lewisham’s has.

The announcement to close Lewisham A&E and 
maternity services closely followed on the implemen-
tation of the Health and Social Care Act 2012. Not 
only that, but it represented a government that in its 
arrogance was determined to go even further in wreck-
ing the NHS even outside its own so-called criteria and 
the powers of the “commissioners” and “special administrator” 
it had appointed under the Act and under the legislation of the 
previous government. What the SLHC have shown is that this at-
tempt to crush the peoples spirit to defend the NHS has not only 
failed but their whole notion that that in their arrogance they 
carry on at full speed in wrecking the NHS with impunity has 
been punctured. This victory of Lewisham is a serious blow to 
the direction the government is taking the NHS and the speed it 
is trying to implement its internal market and privatisation even 
though the judgment is not in itself a reversal of this direction.

In fighting the specific case of the proposals to wreck Lew-

isham Hospital, the campaign provides an example and a guide-
line for the whole struggle against the closure and downgrading 
of hospitals everywhere and the wrecking of the health service. 
It demonstrated, for example, how crucial it is for the struggle to 
be carried out on the basis of self-reliance, that is, on the strength 
of the working people themselves. It demonstrated, and contin-
ues to demonstrate, the importance of unity in action of the peo-
ple’s forces to achieve their goals, irrespective of the political 
opinions of the individuals involved.

The immediate task now for the Campaign is to consolidate 
their success, and to ensure that it is a step on the road to vic-
tory in the struggle to safeguard the whole future of the NHS 
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Plans of the Coalition government announced by George 
Osborne in 2011 to introduce charges for workers seeking 
justice from unfair treatment by their employers in the tri-

bunal system came into effect on Monday, July 29. The TUC and 
trade union movement is opposing them. Ministers claim that 
the charges are to redress “unfairness” on the taxpayer and small 
businesses, and employers organisations say they will “weed out 
weak claims”.

The charges will be £160 or £250 to issue a claim depending 
on the type of claim, with a further hearing fee starting at £230 
to £950 depending on the type of claim. Where claims are issued 

by a group, issue fees range from £320 with a £460 hearing fee 
for a simpler “Type A” claim with 2-10 claimants to £1,500 (is-
sue fee) and £5,700 (hearing fee) for a more complex “Type B 
claim” with over 200 claimants.

On the same day after a lengthy legal argument Unison won 
the right to have the government’s introduction of fees for taking 
cases to Employment Tribunals subjected to a judicial review in 
a hearing at the Royal Courts of Justice in October. The union 
had previously won the same right to a judicial review in Scot-
land. Unison general secretary Dave Prentis said: “The Govern-
ment should not put a price on justice. It is disappointing that in 

A Victory for Lewisham Hospital! A Victory for Everyone!

on the basis that health care is a right. This means 
strengthening their organisational unity in achiev-
ing lasting success in the task at hand. While the 
government is putting in place its arrangements 
to cut the necessary social spending on the health 
service and instead ensure that the monopolies 
gain every benefit, of which its plans as regards 
Lewisham Hospital and the South London Health 
Trust were an example, the people have to fight 
against these arrangements and put forward their 
own solutions in the course of the struggle. They 
do so with the aim of developing the broadest pos-
sible unity.

This victory is an inspiration for health work-
ers and the people everywhere to fight to safe-
guard the future of their health services, in South 
London, in Stafford, in Leeds and everywhere. It 
has demonstrated that the government cannot sim-
ply do as they please, but that the people are deter-
mined to fight, hold the powers-that-be to account, and step-by-
step work to turn the situation around in favour of the working 
class and people.

The Save Lewisham Hospital Campaign by continuing to 
remain fully mobilised and organised to consolidate this vic-
tory and be alert to the attempts of the government to overturn 
this decision can turn such a victory into a platform on which 
to start to build the opposition to reverse the direction in which 

the government is taking the NHS, despite the reality that the 
government will become even more wanton in their wrecking 
activities. The challenge for all health workers and the working 
class and people is that the victory for Lewisham becomes an 
historic point and inspiration in the fight of everyone to end this 
wrecking of the NHS in favour of the monopolies and change 
the whole direction for the NHS and uphold the right to health 
care throughout Britain.

No to the Imposition of Tribunal Charges 
– Fight for Genuine Employment Rights

BUILD AND STRENGTHEN THE WORKERS’ MOVEMENT TO ITS GOAL!
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129th Durham Miners Gala

On Saturday July 13, Durham once again became the 
focus of the working class movement as thousands of 
working people and their families from the north-east 

and many parts of Britain took part in the Durham Miners Gala. 
Crowds well in excess of 50,000 were reported once again as 
the Gala, which is also known as the Big Meeting, continues to 
grow and become a rallying point for the working class move-
ment in the face the brazen anti-social onslaught of the present 
Coalition government. This year the 129th Gala also commemo-
rated the 100th anniversary of the Great Dublin Lockout and 
its heroes James Larkin and James Connolly. The souvenir pro-
gramme, which this year expanded its impressive coverage with 
more articles and photos, also featured the Lockout on its back 

the interim fees will still be paid, but we will be making a strong 
case for a Judicial Review in October because we believe that 
these fees are unfair and should be dropped.” 

Unite general secretary Len McCluskey said, “What we 
are seeing today is injustice writ large as this worker-bashing 
government takes a sledgehammer to workers’ rights – this is a 
throwback to Victorian times.” Andy Prendergast of the GMB 
said, “The imposition of such fees represents the latest in a num-
ber of attacks on employment rights by the government.”

Commenting particularly on sexual harassment and racist 
abuse cases where it will cost someone £1,200 if they want to 
take their employer to an employment tribunal hearing, TUC 
general secretary Frances O’Grady said: “Today is a great day 
for Britain’s worst bosses. By charging up-front fees for harass-
ment and abuse claims the government is making it easier for 
employers to get away with the most appalling behaviour.” She 
continued: “These reforms are part of a wider campaign to get 
rid of workers’ basic rights at work. Its only achievement will be 
to price vulnerable people out of justice.”

The claim by the government that the issue is unfairness on 
the taxpayer is a flimsy smokescreen for attacking the limited ex-
ercise of the rights workers have at present through the tribunal 
system to redress injustices by their employers. The way class 
privilege operates in this context is that it is a given that when 
top executives who have often caused untold damage in finan-
cial institutions, industries and the whole economy are relieved 
of their posts, they are rewarded with millions of pounds “com-
pensation” that comes from the taxes and wealth produced by 
the workers. This is in contrast to the paltry sums workers who 
have successful claims at employment tribunals receive, which 

rarely compensate them for the loss of livelihood when they are 
dismissed often without any justification. Those that are deemed 
to have been “fairly dismissed” or cannot lodge a claim get noth-
ing at all. That the government also tries to claim that it is the 
champion of small businesses rings just as hollow. All the facts 
show that it is the government that champions a financial oligar-
chy that exploits small businesses in terms of huge loan interest 
rates, rents and the undermining of their trade through control 
of the market by the monopoly manufacturers and retailers. The 
government is not upholding the rights of workers in these small 
companies. This is the cause of the constant financial difficulties 
and large numbers of bankruptcies facing small businesses. It 
is the pay-the-rich-system itself that the government champions 
which wrecks society and benefits only the very wealthy.

Workers have a right to a livelihood in a modern society. In-
stead they are being treated as wage slaves to be discarded on the 
whims of owners of the means of production. The rights of all 
should be upheld and manufacturing and service workers have 
rights as the collective that produces the wealth of society. Such 
rights need to be realised by democratic renewal of the political 
process so that workers have control over their own destiny in 
all their affairs including employment regulation. Through such 
democratic renewal, it is the workers themselves that should 
make the rules, regulate employment and not the conditions that 
maintain the vicious class system that condemns workers to in-
security, unemployment and impoverishment. These conditions 
must be ended. This should be the context in the just fight to 
overturn the charges for Tribunal cases and take the fight for-
ward for genuine employment rights.

Strengthening The Mass Character Of The Workers’ Organisations, To 
Act In A New Way To Turn This Into A Powerful Force To Change Society! 
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cover, as well as an article 
by Dave Temple. As the 
article informs, Larkin was 
the chosen speaker at the 
1914 Durham Miners Gala. 

Besides the dozens of 
active lodges and their ban-
ners of the closed mines, 
large contingents of the 
trade unions Unison, Unite, 
GMB, PCS, other unions 
and working class organi-
sations marched through 
the city onto the racecourse 
behind the beautiful miners’ 
and trade union banners ac-
companied by brass and 
pipe bands at their head. 
Working people from Dur-
ham and other parts of the 
north-east, for whom this 
is a working class festival, 
swelled the numbers so 
much that it was impossible to put an upper limit to the number 
of participants who took over the city for the day.

As anyone who has ever been to the Gala 
affirms, it is an incomparable experience. The 
contingents headed by their bands begin to 
march through Durham before 9.00am, stop-
ping to play for the dignitaries on the bal-
cony of the Royal County hotel, which this 
year included Bob Crow, general secretary 
of the RMT, and Frances O’Grady, the TUC 
general secretary. Well over three hours later, 
the streams of contingents converging from 
different parts of the city were still marching 
past the County towards the racecourse. Once 
the formal proceedings of the Big Meeting are 
over, and the moving miners’ hymn Gresford 
is played, commemorating one of Britain’s 
worst coal-mining disasters when over 250 
men and boys lost their lives in 1934, the con-

tingents march with their bands back over the River Wear, to 
more applause and set-pieces. It is an opportunity for the bands 
to let their hair down so as to delight the crowd, to march on 
again in disciplined formation once their day in the sun has con-
cluded.

RCPB(ML) took part in the Gala with its programme, Fight 
for the Alternative! Stop Paying the Rich, Increase Investments 
in Social Programmes! For an Anti-War Government! The Party 
banner with the programme emblazoned on it was in the centre 
of the march onto the racecourse. This was representative of the 
independent programme of the modern working class fighting to 
place itself at the centre of politics in Britain, to build its resist-
ance and plant the seeds of the Workers’ Opposition, to fight for 
a new direction for society. Through the course of the day, the 
comrades of the Party engaged many workers in discussion and 
distributed large numbers of the Gala issue of The Line of March 

Veteran miner at the County

 Dawdon miners banner
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on the march through Durham, on the racecourse and 
from the Party riverside stall.

Speeches at the Big Meeting
The Big Meeting was chaired by Dave Hopper, 

General Secretary of the Durham Miners Association. 
Speakers included Kevin Maguire, Associate Editor of 
the Daily Mirror; Margaret Aspinall, chair of the Hills-
borough Families Support Group; journalist and author 
Owen Jones; Ricky Tomlinson, who spoke on behalf of 
the Shrewsbury 24 campaign to overturn the convictions 
of the 24 building workers, including himself, who over 
40 years ago were jailed after the 1972 strike for so-
called picketing offences; Bob Crow, General Secretary 
of the RMT; Frances O’Grady, the first woman General 
Secretary of the TUC; and Len McCluskey, General 
Secretary of Unite the Union. All the main speakers 

militantly spoke of the necessity for an alterna-
tive to the government’s austerity programme, 
and the necessity to build organisations which 
fight for the interests of the working class and 
the whole society. The discussion is on the way 
forward, how to overcome the crisis of working 
class representation. This could be summed up 
by saying that there is an urgent need for the 
workers’ movement to take up the issue of the 
democratic renewal of the political system and 
institutions.

How to Move Forward
Once again, the day was characterised by 

the working class principles, values and cul-
ture that defies all attempts to stamp them out – 
principles such as An Injury to One Is an Injury 
to All , or, as has been said about the miners, 
these comrades were not just hewers of coal, 

but hewers of society. The question all are 
considering, including the speakers from 
the platform, is: based on this spirit and 
these principles, what is the way forward 
for the working class movement. It came 
up particularly sharply at this year’s Big 
Meeting – how to ensure that the marginali-
sation of the workers’ voice and their class 
organisations are ended, so that the workers 
advance towards their goal of constituting 
themselves the nation so that they have the 
power to take up their responsibility for so-
ciety.

Planting the seeds of the Workers’ Op-
position necessitates settling scores with the 
old arrangements and building on the move-
ment to fight for the alternative by strength-
ening the mass character of the workers’ 
organisations, to act in a new way to turn 
this into a powerful force to change society!

Youth on the racecourse

Barnsley miners wives

Striking Future Directions workers from Rochdale
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RCPB(ML) condemns the plans for a military attack on 
Syria that are being spearheaded by US imperialism 
and its allies including the British government. Such a 

planned attack on a sovereign country demonstrates that these 
big powers of the aggressive NATO alliance have completely 
torn up the rule of international law and norms laid down in the 
Charter of the United Nations. It exposes the fact that those who 
claim to be the greatest defenders of the rule of law arrogant-
ly give themselves the right to flout it on the basis that “might 
makes right”. It demonstrates that it is the people who must take 
up the banner of the defence of sovereignty and the opposition 
to the use of force to effect regime change.

The worldwide condemnation of the planned aggression 
against Syria, as well as opposition within the UN Security 
Council and in the region has, on this occasion, forced the gov-
ernments of Britain and the US to seek legislative sanction for 

their war plans. Nevertheless, they remain committed to a policy 
of intervention, regime change and destabilisation in Syria that 
has already cost so many thousands of deaths and led to millions 
of refugees and displaced people. The planned military aggres-
sion will only exacerbate the problems confronting the people of 
Syria and will create even greater instability and conflict, as the 
predatory power of Europe and of NATO escalate their plans to 
dominate the region, as part of their strategic plans to contend 
for global hegemony.

The governments of Britain, the US and the other big powers 
attempt to carry out their aggression and warmongering under 
the cloak of high ideals. They claim the right to take “punitive” 
measures against those they allege have used weapons of mass 
destruction, or demand “the right to protect civilians” in a con-
flict that they have instigated.  Whatever the pretext, their war-
mongering must be condemned and resolutely opposed. 

No to the Warmongering of the British 
Government and its Allies under the 
Cloak of High Ideals!

TAKE UP THE STRUGGLE FOR AN ANTI-WAR GOVERNMENT:

No to the Warmongering of the British Government and its Allies! 
No to the Use of Force for Regime Change! Hands Off Syria!

Hands off Syria!

The actions are continuing aimed to stay the hand of the 
warmongers, prevent further aggression, and develop the 
movement towards bringing into power an anti-war gov-

ernment.
It is clear from David Cameron’s debacle when defeated in 

the House of Commons, that the people’s opposition to armed 
aggression against sovereign countries had been consolidated 
as the popular will, and made a difference both to the motion 
presented by the government and to the outcome of the debate. 
Nevertheless it is still the case that geopolitical considerations of 
the NATO powers remain the government’s primary considera-
tion, albeit that Cameron had to concede that he would not use 
prerogative powers on this occasion to authorise the use of force 

against Syria. There are also divisions among the ruling elite 
which are driving Cameron and his cohorts into a fury. The im-
portant lessons is how necessary it is to continue to take a stand 
against the warmongering and the use of force in order to “pun-
ish” regimes which the state falsely decrees are “guilty” of all 
kinds of crimes. This is a block to the way the agenda of “regime 
change by force” has been running out of control.

The necessity is for the people’s movement against war and 
in defence of countries’ and nation’s sovereignty to continue to 
rely on its own strength. It must, as it has been doing, continue 
to build at the base in conjunction with taking national actions.

The perspective of the anti-war movement is that Britain 
needs to get rid of the warmongers, and needs an Anti-War Gov-
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In recent weeks, a serious dispute broke out between the 
governments of Britain and Spain over Gibraltar, which is 
officially designated a British Overseas Territory, but as the 

“Government of Gibraltar” makes clear “is situated at the south-
ern tip of Spain”.

The ostensible cause of the current dispute is the action tak-
en by Gibraltar to create an artificial reef, which it is claimed 
has been constructed for environmental purposes. However, 
the government of Spain asserts that it is detrimental to Span-
ish fisherman, and the issues raises more fundamental questions 
about the territorial sovereignty of the whole area of the Bay of 
Algerciras. For its part, the government of Spain has been more 
strictly enforcing border controls between Spain and Gibraltar 
on the grounds that this is required for security purposes and 
in order to prevent smuggling. This has led to delays and has 
been condemned by the British government, which alleges that 
such measures contravene EU law. A few weeks back, Spain’s 
ambassador was summoned to the Foreign Office and there have 
been high-level talks between the Prime Minister and Foreign 
Secretary and their Spanish counterparts. On the one hand the 
government has called for a de-escalation of the dispute, and on 
the other it has threatened that it will take additional legal action 
through the European Commission if Spain does not comply. 
As if to emphasise the military importance of Gibraltar, sev-
eral Royal Navy warships that are part of the Response Force 
Task Group (RFTG) are set to dock at the port over the next few 
months, as part of on-going military exercises in the Mediter-
ranean, Red Sea, Indian Ocean and the Gulf region. The RFTG 
is designed to be a rapid maritime deployment force that can act 
anywhere in the world.

The recent dispute over Gibraltar is just the latest in several 
over recent years. Underlying such disputes is the contention 
over the sovereignty of Gibraltar, which was first captured fol-
lowing an invasion by British and Dutch forces in 1704 as part of 
the War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1714). This was fought 
between the great European powers to determine which should 
dominate Europe. But it also had the character of a colonial war, 

in regard to which of the great powers could advance their co-
lonial interests in North and South America and in the Carib-
bean. The war was concluded, as far as Britain was concerned, 
by the Peace of Utrecht, a series of treaties signed in the Dutch 
town in 1713. It was as a consequence of this predatory war and 
the treaty signed in Utrecht that Spain was obliged to cede Gi-
braltar and Minorca to Britain. In the case of latter, the island’s 
sovereignty changed several times during the 18th century, and 
Minorca was subsequently administered by Spain. However, Gi-
braltar remained under the control of Britain and soon became 
an important naval base. To place the treaty of Utrecht in con-
text, it must be noted that it not only gave Britain Gibraltar but 
also the asiento or licence to supply enslaved Africans to Spain’s 
colonial territories.

Today the government justifies the continued occupation of 
Gibraltar on the same grounds that it justifies the occupation of 
the Malvinas, off the coast of Argentina – that is, by arguing that 
the inhabitants wish to maintain a connection with Britain and 
that the government is allegedly defending their right to “self-
determination”. This justification is simply a variant of 19th cen-
tury colonialist logic, such as the doctrine of “effective occupa-
tion” by means of which the imperialist powers gave themselves 
the right to seize and occupy large parts of the world simply on 
the basis of military might. It cannot form the basis of the rela-
tionship between states, nor decide sovereignty of territory in the 
21st century. As the latest dispute shows, the best interests of the 
inhabitants of Gibraltar can only be secured by acknowledging 
the sovereignty rights of Spain. It is also clear that the British 
government takes a very different approach to “self-determina-
tion” in regard to Iraq or Afghanistan.

It is clear that successive British governments maintain the 
colony solely as an important naval and military base from 
which to meddle in the affairs of other countries, as part of the 
warmongering activities carried out in the interests of the big 
monopolies and financial institutions. The colonial occupation 
of Gibraltar, as well as other “overseas territories”, is an anach-
ronism in the 21st century and must be ended.

The Colonial Occupation of Gibraltar 
Must End

ernment in their stead. This is not a government of condescend-
ing saviours, but one where the justice- and peace-loving people 
are the decision-makers.

T he Line of March salutes everyone  who  contributes  in
making up the anti-war  movement  for  their stand  and  their 

actions to demand Hands Off Syria!  The  struggle  continues
against the  warmongers  and  their  ideologues  and  apologists
continues  and  must  be  stepped  up,  as  well  as  the  struggle  to
he root causes of the doctrine of “might makes right”.

No to the Use of Force to Attempt to Sort Out International Affairs! Resolute 
Defence of the Sovereignty of Peoples, Nations and Countries! Britain Must End 
All its Dreams of Being the World’s Policeman! War Criminals Must Be Punished!
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Historic Anniversaries of the Korean 
People

September 9 marks the 65th anniversary of the founding of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. On this occa-
sion, RCPB(ML) conveyed to Comrade Kim Jong Un, the 

Supreme Leader of the Korean People, and to the Worker’s Party 
of Korea, its warmest revolutionary greetings and joined with 
them in celebrating this joyous anniversary.

The DPRK came into existence as a people-centred socialist 
society which affirmed the interests and rights of human beings 
and which would defend its national sovereignty no matter what 
the pressure. Under the leadership of President Kim Il Sung and 
General Secretary Kim Jong Il and now under the respected 
leadership of Comrade Kim Jong Un, such principled stands 
have made and continue to make the DPRK an impregnable for-
tress against imperialist provocation and hostility, a factor for 
peace in the region, and an inspiration to the struggling peoples 
of the world.

The founding of the DPRK in 1948 was an event of great 
historical significance for the Korean people and the peoples of 
the world. For 65 years since its founding, the DPRK has had a 
difficult road to travel. But at every stage this journey has been 
marked by great victories. Throughout, the DPRK has contribut-
ed to humanity’s striving for peace and progress. The existence 
of the DPRK today, as a modern industrialised state, in which 
the people contribute to the building of a thriving socialist na-
tion, gives the lie to all the baseless and hysterical propaganda 
levelled against it by US imperialism, aided and abetted by the 
British government and the whole of the monopoly-controlled 
media.

Following the victory over the Japanese imperialists, the 
DPRK came into being as the realisation of the people’s aim to 
never again be a subject people and to create a society which af-
firmed the needs and rights of human beings. The July 27, 1953, 
victory over the US demonstrated both the national and anti-
imperialist sentiments of the Korean people, their heroic self-
sacrificing spirit, and the support enjoyed by the DPRK among 
the world’s progressive forces as a major contributor to world 
peace.

The 65th 
anniversary 
of the Korean 
people’s vic-
tory in the Fa-
therland Lib-
eration War 
was marked 

in the DPRK with great celebration, as well as with great solem-
nity. A delegation of RCPB(ML) was proud to visit the DPRK 
on this occasion at the invitation of the Workers’ Party of Korea. 
At a meeting and social on September 8, hosted by the Friends 
of Korea in this country, members of the delegation will recount 
their experiences, and  The Line of March  will  report  on  this
event at a later date. At this meeting, Hyon Hak Bong, Ambas-
sador at the Embassy of the DPRK in London, will be guest of
honour. He will speak on the founding of the DPRK  on  Sep-
tember  9,  1948,  by  President Kim Il Sung,  which  was  a
solemn  declaration  of the birth of people’s Korea, a great event
which opened a new  era  of  building a socialist state centred 
on the humanity of the Korean people.

The US today is as active as ever in pursuing its efforts to 
conquer the whole of the Korean peninsula so as to dominate all 
of Asia. The DPRK has drawn the conclusion that to be negli-
gent in paying attention to the defence of its sovereignty would 
be a crime not only to its own people, but to the people of the 
world. It has drawn the conclusion that it must stand firm against 
the nuclear blackmail and might of the US military empire. The 
concrete reality of the DPRK shows the unbreakable unity of the 
people of the DPRK with their leadership and the armed forces. 
They have confidence in their socialist nation-building project, 
are proud citizens of the DPRK, and understand that throughout 
its history, under the leadership of the Workers’ Party of Korea, 
and of President Kim Il Sung, General Secretary Kim Jong Il, 
and now Supreme Leader Comrade Kim Jong Un, the adherence 
to principle is the strength of the DPRK. The Korean Peninsula 
is sure to be peacefully reunified at this bedrock of principle, 
based on the reality that Korea is one!

On the occasion of their national day, The Line of March
sends warm greetings  to  the  Korean  people  and  is  proud  to
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  them  in  fighting  for  a  new
world, a world of peace and progress.

THE DPRK AND ITS PEOPLE FOLLOW THEIR VICTORIOUS PATH



14     The Line of March

On July 11, a parade and “thanksgiving service” was held 
in Westminster Abbey to mark the 60th anniversary of 
the signing of the Korean War armistice, which falls on 

July 27. In attendance were over 300 veterans of the conflict, 
senior representatives of the military and Ministry of Defence, 
as well as the ambassador to Britain from the Republic of Korea.

In an address made on the occasion, a representative of the 
Ministry of Defence spoke of the “noble sacrifice” made by over 
100,000 British military personnel who fought on the Korean 
peninsular 60 years ago, over 1,000 of whom lost their lives 
in that bloody conflict. He presented the provocative view that 
“invaluable sacrifices” were made “in defence of freedom and 
democracy in the Republic of Korea”, which have served as “a 
foundation for mutual trust between Korea and the UK”. Does 
the government not realise it has obligations towards developing 
friendly diplomatic relations with the DPRK and the whole of 
the Korean people?

The statement is consistent with the fact that British govern-
ments then and now have pursued a hostile and warmongering 
attitude to the people who inhabit the Korean peninsular and to 
the citizens of the DPR Korea in particular. Far from engaging in 
any action in defence of freedom and democracy, the invasion of 
the Korean peninsular led by US imperialism over 60 years ago, 
involving Britain and fourteen other countries, constitutes one 
of the gravest war crimes of the 20th century. It was a predatory 
war, aimed not only against the people of Korea, but also against 
those of China and other countries in the region, justified at the 
time under the reactionary Cold War doctrine of the “contain-
ment of communism”. From 1945 until today the troops of US 
imperialism, supported by successive governments in Britain, 
have occupied and divided Korea in the most brazen manner and 
carried out the most unspeakable atrocities. US imperialism and 
its allies established, armed and encouraged what has been in ef-
fect a proxy state with a nuclear arsenal aimed against the DPR 
of Korea in the north of the Korean peninsular. 

Even before the outbreak of the Korean War, in June 1950, 
US imperialism was responsible for the deaths of an estimated 
1 million civilians in Korea, many of them opposed to the oc-
cupation and division of their country. In 1950 it encouraged the 
invasion of the DPRK by the southern Republic of Korea and 
then unleashed one of the most destructive wars of aggression 
in human history under the auspices of the UN, one of the first 
occasions when this new organisations was manipulated in the 
warmongering interests of the US and its allies. It is estimated 
that 4 million Korean civilians died in the war years of 1950-
1953, as well as over 600,000 soldiers, 3 million of the civilians 

killed being in the northern part of Korea. The criminal activity 
of the US and British governments and their allies also led to 
the deaths of at least 40,000 troops under the command of US 
imperialism, as well as hundreds of thousands soldiers from the 
People’s Republic of China, the Chinese People’s Volunteers. 
In addition to the human casualties the entire infrastructure of 
Korea and most towns and cities, especially in the north, were 
completely destroyed by the bombing raids carried out by US 
imperialism and its allies. This was the “defence of freedom and 
democracy” spoken of by the representative of the Ministry of 
Defence.

That the Korean War was considered an unjust war by many 
of the British combatants and by progressive public opinion at 
the time is also conveniently overlooked by the British govern-
ment.

Despite the ferocity and barbarism of the invasion of Korea, 
the US, Britain and their allies suffered defeat at the hands of the 
Korean people and were forced to sign the armistice agreement 
in July 1953 and to seek a settlement with the DPR of Korea. 
This was undoubtedly a great victory for the people of Korea, 
despite the fact that their country remained divided and occupied 
by enemy troops. This victory was also a major set-back for US 
imperialism, not only to its predatory aims in Korea but also in 
regard to its attempts to attack the People’s Republic of China 
and consolidate its position in South East Asia.

Since that time, the government of Britain as the faithful al-
lies of US imperialism have maintained their hostile and war-
mongering stance towards the DPRK. The US refuses to sign a 
ceasefire and peace treaty with the DPRK and to demilitarise the 
Korean peninsular. On the contrary, since the armistice was first 
signed it has shipped more than a thousand nuclear weapons to 
the Korean peninsular to threaten the DPRK. The governments 
of Britain are the chief allies of US imperialism in its warmon-
gering activities and the first to condemn the DPRK if it attempts 
to defend its homeland, develop nuclear energy of space tech-
nology. It is in this context that the British government was one 
of the main instigators of the most recent UN Security Council 
Resolution against the DPRK. 

All democratic people must condemn the government’s con-
tinuing falsification of the nature of the Korean War and its lies 
and disinformation about the DPRK.

The working class and people must also condemn the war-
mongering stance of the British government and its allies and 
ensure that another unjust and criminal US-led war of aggres-
sion with Britain’s participation will never happen again on Ko-
rean soil.

High Time for the British Government 
to End its Hostility and Provocations 
towards the DPRK
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IN MEMORIAM

Ajmer Singh Bains

Ajmer Singh Bains was born in Mahilpur in the Punjab, 
India, on February 13, 1933. He was educated at the lo-
cal secondary school, at Mahilpur College, and at the 

University of Punjab. In these student years he became a militant 
communist activist and forged a comradeship in struggle, which 
was to be lifelong, with the younger Hardial Bains, late founder 
and leader of the Communist Party of Canada (Marxist-Lenin-
ist), and with the late Kewal Singh Purewal, both of whom came 
from Mahilpur or its surrounding district. Ajmer started work as 
a teacher in Punjab and then in 1964 emigrated to Britain, set-
tling in Coventry, where after further study and gaining an MA 
he took up work again as a teacher. Very quickly, he began to 
militate in the ranks of the Indian Workers Association (Great 
Britain). For some years he was editor of its journal Lalkar. He 
fought over many years to ensure that the IWA(GB) adhered to 
the broad and non-sectarian principles laid down at its founding 
in Coventry in 1938 by the great martyr Udham Singh. Ajmer 
Bains consistently resisted all attempts to replace these princi-
ples with a sectarian outlook. 

Thus the IWA(GB) of which Ajmer was to come forward 
as leader had the strength and unity to face the difficult chal-
lenges which would confront it in the period beginning in the 
mid-1980s. That leadership was ratified at an important Confer-
ence held in Woolwich, south-east London, in 1993, which re-
organised IWA(GB) and at which the guest speaker was Hardial 
Bains. The Conference confirmed Ajmer Bains as General Sec-
retary and Kewal Purewal as President. Ajmer, always supported 
by Kewal, worked tirelessly for the programme of IWA(GB), 
fighting for the rights of the entire working class and people, 
defending the interests of the Indian and other national minority 
communities against racism and discrimination and for their full 
participation in the political affairs in Britain and the affirmation 
of their rights second to none. In so doing, IWA(GB) gained over 
decades a proud reputation for being in the forefront of political 
affairs not just in the Indian community, but among all the nation-
al minority communities as well as in the entire workers’ move-
ment. It was no coincidence that for many years IWA(GB) hosted 
the Coventry May Day celebrations, with Ajmer in the chair or 
as lead speaker. He was also a leader of the Coventry Anti-Racist 
Committee and of other local organisations, including pension-

ers groups 
in later 
years. 

A j m e r 
Bains was 
an Indian 
patriot and 
proletarian 
internation-
alist, de-
voting his 
efforts to 
the libera-
tion of his 
motherland 
and of all 
countr ies . 
He was 
a highly 
r e g a r d e d 
poet, wide-
ly known 
throughout 
India and the diaspora as “Ajmer Coventry”, and a writer on 
political, scientific and cultural matters and editor of literary 
works, all in the Punjabi language. 

The memory of Ajmer’s wise word and fine deed, we are 
convinced, will be an inspiration not only to those striving to 
renew and further advance the work of IWA(GB), but also to the 
wider workers’ and progressive movement of which it is a part, 
as the resistance grows today to the vicious anti-social offensive, 
the destruction of public services, and the drive to fascism and 
war. 

Ajmer Singh Bains was a man of unwavering principle and 
dedication to humanity’s cause. Those who knew and worked 
with him will never forget his infectious good humour, his wise 
counsel and his concern for others’ well-being, which he main-
tained until the very end. He will be sadly missed. 

Ajmer, whose wife predeceased him, leaves two sons and 
daughters-in-law and five grandchildren.

It is with deep sadness that RCPB(ML) announces the passing of one of its dearest comrades, 
Ajmer Singh Bains, who died at the Walsgrave University Hospital in Coventry on August 8, 
aged 80. He had been unwell for some time. The Party sends its heartfelt condolences to his 
family and to his many friends and comrades in Britain, India, Canada and other countries.

February 13, 1933 - August 8, 2013
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