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The Social was a great success and manifested a lively, for-
ward-looking and comradely atmosphere, with a varied buffet,
much discussion and the meeting with old and new friends.
Present at the event was His Excellency Hyon Hak Bong, Am-
bassador in London from the DPRK, and three other diplomats
from the Embassy of the DPRK.
Mid-way through the evening, Michael Chant, as General

Secretary, gave an extended toast. Following this Ambassador
Hyon also spoke of the situation in the DPRK and of the close

ties between the Workers’ Party of Korea and RCPB(ML).
A cultural programme of songs and instrumental music

rounded off the evening, chiming with the militant atmosphere
of the Social.
Below we present an slightly edited version of the remarks of

Michael Chant to the gathering.

* * *
Comrades and friends,
I would just like to say a few words of welcome and ushering

in the New Year.
Once again, I very warmly welcome everyone here. It is great

to see everyone. The Party normally has a New Year event



sometimes right at the end of the old year, sometimes at the be-
ginning of the new. This is our setting the scene for 2015. We
think it is going to be a significant year for a number of reasons.
One thing to say is that, I don’t know how many people are

on twitter. I responded to someone’s twitter, and I got retweeted
I don’t know how many times. This is in 140 characters. It says:
year of solidarity, year of resistance, year of unity against war,
year of getting organised to realise our vision of the new.
So that is in a nutshell what 2015 is going to mean! For all the

twitterati, this is the New Year!
Of course, we live in turbulent times, dangerous times. And

the events of the past few days have underlined that, with the
terrorist attacks in Paris and the associated hypocrisy of the war-
mongers and torturers over the issue of “free speech”. But these
kinds of events are going on on a daily basis in Syria, in Libya
– you name it – these atrocities are taking place. So one could
look at this world situation and say that it is negative for the
people.
And then domestically there is the issue of the anti-social of-

fensive, the attacks on public services, privatisation, the assault
on the dignity of people. Another way of describing it is that
there is this climate of dictate everywhere, that the people are
excluded from any say in the control of their lives and they are
expected to toe the line in their jobs, behave in a certain way. If
they step out of line, or are organisers amongst the people, those
who set the agenda in line with the austerity agenda have no
hesitation in trying to sack them.
So it is very important that these atrocities are laid not at the

feet of the people but of the state and the ruling elite, that that
is who is causing problems in the world. The state is being used
to further the interests of the monopolies, to push through this
programme of austerity and privatisation. So what is needed is
a change of direction of society, and it is the people who are the
force that can do this. 
Resistance is building. It has been very clear over the past

year. For instance, there is the direction of fighting for an anti-
war government, there is the necessity for a new direction for
the economy and society as a whole, there is a necessity to op-
pose the austerity agenda including privatisation, dictate,
stepped up exploitation, and the whole movement to prevent
people from taking control of their lives. So the fight is to turn
that situation around. What we are fighting is the concentration
of wealth and power in the hands of a tiny minority. And it is
being used against the people to deprive them of their future.
There are a number of reasons why 2015 is such an important

year. In fact, May is a significant month, because May 7 is the
date of the general election; and May 8/9 is the 70th anniversary
of the victory over fascism in Europe. The Party intends to mark
this anniversary in various ways. What perspectives that victory
opened up have been almost totally reversed now: the progress
of humanity, this aspiration for the new that came with the de-
feat of fascism, the fact that every human being has rights, the
UN Declaration of Human Rights, and so on – all these were
very important conclusions of the victory over fascism that the
ruling elite, the monopoly capitalists, have thrown in the mud.
As regards the election: our overall slogan as the election ap-

proaches is – No to the Coalition, Defeat the Austerity Agenda,

and Vote for Candidates who Oppose Austerity and Stand for

the Rights of All! We regard the election as a kind of battle-
ground. It is not an occasion where the people drop their inter-
ests, and just put an X or abstain, whatever they want to do.
Rather it is an opportunity to push the independent politics of
the working class. And this means that a path has to be opened
to reject all the rationales or justifications for the austerity
agenda. Many people are going to be in struggle. There are new
forces in the making like the NHA Party who stand for the al-
ternative or are fighting for the new in various ways. There are
other forces like the Green Party, the Socialist Labour Party who
we have close relations with, and others, who are all participat-
ing in the election on the side of progress. It is important that the
ruling elite should not have the upper hand in this, because the
experience of the elections in this country, ever since 1997 when
Tony Blair took power is that the ruling elite, the bourgeoisie,
tries to stage an electoral coup. In other words, they try and pro-
mote someone like they did in 1997 with Tony Blair, who re-
peated ad nauseam “New Labour, New Britain”, all these
illusions that something new was coming into being, and then
look what happened. Illusions were shattered, Britain was taken
into illegal wars with Iraq, the privatisation agenda was devel-
oped. But the ruling elite has problems formulating these cham-
pions today. Obviously at the last election there was a coalition,
so there was nobody, you could say, they saw – let’s vote for
him, and he’ll get elected, and then we’ll push our reactionary
agenda under a progressive veneer. That is why this time we are
calling on people to say No! to the Coalition, and to organise to
defeat the austerity agenda, because this is the crucial issue fac-
ing the people. But it is not that we say, vote for another party.
We say that it is an opportunity for the people to get further or-
ganised and develop their own motion.
We think that it is an important call, as 2015 gets under way,

that there is the necessity for everyone to actually get organised,
to strengthen their organisations, to become part of the organ-
ised resistance movement. This is a call on a very basic level,
that society is not just made up of individuals. Margaret
Thatcher infamously said that there is no such thing as society,
only individuals and family values. But in denying society, she
was also denying the rights of individuals and family values
also. In the North East, only the other day there was a strike on
the basis that the company was trying to impose shifts which
were against the family. This is an example of how far things
have gone. The collectives of the people are what is crucial, they
are the link between individual rights and the overall rights of
society, the general interests.
The other thing we wanted to emphasise in this call to get or-

ganised is the necessity to put the question of rights at the centre
of all struggles, whether it is in the health service, the right to
health care, in education the right to education, in the women’s
movement, the rights of women as a collective and so on. This
is crucial to the overall well-being of society and to oppose the
austerity agenda.
Another issue we wanted to emphasise in 2015 is the ques-

tion of the Workers’ Opposition. We have upheld the necessity
to build the Workers’ Opposition for many years now. But the
Party thinks that it is particularly crucial at this time that the
focus should be on building this opposition, an organised oppo-
sition amongst the workers. This means being political. The



workers have to take up their own politics. Which means not
that they have to support one party or another but they have to
fight for their own interests, they have to fight for what is char-
acteristic of the workers, which is the collective, the public
good, the interests of society as against monopoly right which
imposes the rights of a handful of individuals, of the financial
oligarchy, above all things. This is consistent with our overall
slogan, that Only the Working Class Can Save the Day, which
we put forward in 2003, that this is the call of history, that the
working class, which is basically everyone who produces value
through their work, and is the majority of society, that has to get
into motion.
The Party also wants to emphasise the importance of unity in

action of the people’s forces. This is key to developing the strug-
gles of the people and avoiding splits and divisions. It should be
a principle, for instance, not to divide over, that is, to create lines
of demarcation, over tactics. Rather it is necessary to work out
through discussion on a mass democratic basis what is actually
what, what is going on in the world, what are the issues, and
through that bring the broadest possible forces to bear in hitting
at the source of this assault on the public good, on the working
class and people. And we think the Party, RCPB(ML), has an
important role here in formulating the slogans and tactics which
are consistent with this line of march, which will bring about a
new society with human beings at the centre.
Also we want to call on everyone in their various ways to

join with the Party in its activities. In 2015, it goes without say-
ing that we will further develop our work. We are planning on
holding a journalists’ school at some time during the year. So
we encourage anyone interested to participate in this school so
we can broaden and improve the Party’s journalism. And the
cutting edge of this journalism is to give direction to the resist-
ance against the anti-social offensive and towards the new social
organisation with the working class and people as the decision-
makers.
We also want to seriously mark International Women’s Day,

March 8, this year. And we think that guaranteeing the rights of
women is an issue for the whole of society. One only has to look
at the struggles which are going on, and almost without excep-
tion it is women who are the forefront. If you take the health
work, anti-war work, trade union work, it is actually very true
that concretely it is the case that women are the most advanced
in the struggles.
Finally I wanted to look back and say that 2015 is also the fif-

teen years since the launch in January 2000 of the Party’s doc-
ument, The Line of March to a New Society, which still
embodies the principles around which we are organised and the
line of march we are advancing along. It is also fifteen years
since the launch of the Party’s Millennium Project, which was
a project of developing the Party press and the non-Party press
in the 21st century, so the working class and its allies can have
the mass media they require today. So all these are ongoing proj-
ects as we are advancing into the 21st century with these pro-
grammes and lines.
I definitely want to congratulate all the members, sympathis-

ers and supporters of the Party for the work that has been carried
out in 2014. The activists of the Party have shouldered much
work and taken really important stands in the working class and

people’s movements, defending the right to conscience, and de-
fending the right of nations to self-determination, organising in
the midst of the people’s struggles and defending the rights of
all. With our friends from the DPRK present, I particularly want
to mention our work with the Friends of Korea organisation,
which has had many meetings to combat the disinformation
against the DPRK and uphold its right to chart its own destiny
and for the people to decide their own future without outside in-
terference. This is a very important part of the work.
You may have seen that the Centre has a new painting in the

front room. We are very pleased to have it there, painted by an
artist who is with us tonight. We think that it is an important
decoration to our Centre. My view is that it represents what we
are in 2015, the breaking through of past limitations, and it also
represents the horizons on which we set our sights.
Our watchword, finally, is to further bring into play the

human factor/social consciousness in 2015, to march along this
line which brings about a society in which the people are sov-
ereign, where the people are the decision-makers and can ad-
minister the state in their own favour with mechanisms that
serve them and not serve the ruling elite. So we think this is a
very exciting prospect in 2015, despite the fact that there is a
hard struggle ahead. It involves putting on the agenda the de-
fence of the rights of all, it involves putting on the agenda the
fight for a change in the direction of society, and as we have
said on our New Year card this year, the perspective is that there
is a world to win and this is where we set our sights for the peo-
ple in 2015.

Thank you.

So a toast to the work in 2015! Cheers!

office@rcpbml.org.uk



workers’ movement. People are fighting on the basis that there is
and must be an alternative to the austerity agenda. So not only
does the electorate enter the campaign on the basis that the aus-
terity agenda must be defeated, but that they must support and
elect candidates who are putting forward that there is an alterna-
tive to austerity, who have the courage the break from the old
prejudices encapsulated in the programme to offload fraudulent
austerity onto the people and to privatise public services on the
grounds that such capitalist competition is supposed to benefit
the people.
Underlying this movement to oppose the austerity agenda is

the sentiment that people must have control of their lives and this
is being denied to them. In particular, the electorate must demand
that candidates should stand for the rights of human beings – their
right to health care, their right to education, all at the highest stan-
dard society has to offer, their right to organise, their right to par-
ticipate in decision-making and political affairs. Above all, the
electorate wants candidates who come from the ranks of the
workers’ and people’s movements, who take their stand on the
basis that solutions must be found to society’s problems which
favour the people not the rich and the ruling elite.
There is a sentiment for change which is gripping the elec-

torate. Now is the time to seize the initiative!
RCPB(ML) gives the call to the communist, workers’ and peo-

ple’s movements to go all out to work to reject the Coalition par-
ties who have demonstrated their colours in government, to
defeat the austerity programme these parties advocate, and in-
stead to elect candidates who oppose austerity and stand for the
rights of all!

t is over three months before the General Election on May 7.
But already there is intense speculation on the balance of
forces in the new Parliament, and the “100 days” to the elec-

tion rocket has gone up. Meanwhile the people’s forces are gear-
ing up to stand candidates and overall to use the election
campaign to their advantage.
There is a broad desire to make sure that there is no repeat of

the Conservative/Lib Dem Coalition, and to ensure that the aus-
terity agenda is defeated. In the wake of the Greece election re-
sults, this sentiment has only grown. There is the sense that this
austerity agenda can in fact be defeated, and that anti-social, anti-
worker and xenophobic programmes and legislation can be op-
posed and a new path opened up for the electorate.
At the same time, the ruling elite and the monopoly-controlled

media are working to ensure that the people’s forces are divided,
so that an outcome favourable to the people is averted. This is
also reflected in the people’s movements, with divisions being
created as to whether to be pro- or anti- the Labour Party, for ex-
ample. Other forces declare that only by voting for them can poli-
cies be put in place which will change the direction of society.
What has to be recognised is the context of the battle between

what is favourable to the people and society as a whole, and the
drive of private monopoly interests to consolidate their control of
the state so as to further utilise it to dominate in the global market.
What is developing in this election campaign is the intervention
of parties and organisations other than the Westminster cartel par-
ties, which have been earning the contempt of the people.
It is a number of years now since the affirmative cry that

“there is an alternative!” gained widespread popularity in the-

Election 2015

Utilising the Election Campaign to the Advantage
of the Electorate 

Growing Resistance to the Austerity Agenda for
the NHS as the Election Approaches

he growing resistance to the austerity agenda as applied
to the NHS is set to be a prominent feature of the election
campaign.

There is a demand that candidates take a clear stand on the
future of the NHS, opposing its privatisation, guaranteeing its

funding, reversing its direction in the interests of the claims of
the people for health care at the highest level, and affirming that
health care is a right.
These stands will be the touchstone as to how candidates will

be judged on the issue of the NHS.



lack of beds, staff and access to health care is reversed. Hospitals
must be supported, not closed or downgraded. The fraudulent
phrases about “putting the patient” first must be exposed, and
the handing over of the public service of health care to the control
of private health monopolies must be blocked.
The conclusion is that people should use the election to say

No to the Coalition, defeat the austerity agenda and elect candi-
dates who stand against austerity and for the rights of all. The
issue is the direction in which the government is taking the NHS,
and this must be reversed. The model of the purchaser/provider
split must be replaced by the principle that health care is a right.
What is important to take up for solution in the election cam-

paign is the creation of a society which recognises health care as
a right. It is an opportunity for the working class and people to
work out how to seize the political initiative. The parties which
refuse to recognise health care as a right must be kept out of
power, and candidates elected who take a stand against austerity
and recognise this right. The austerity agenda must be defeated!

Election 2015

The National Health Action Party itself is
standing candidates who should be supported.
The NHA Party is challenging the wrecking of
the NHS in the constituencies of David
Cameron, Jeremy Hunt and others. Key to its
campaign is the mobilisation of the people in
opposition to the wrecking and privatisation of
the NHS by the Conservative-led Coalition gov-
ernment.
Actons such as the Valentine’s Day, February

14, Day of Action, promoted by the 999 Call for
the NHS, are taking place to show support for
the NHS and to oppose its fragmentation and
dismantling.
Health workers themselves are fighting the

battle not only against the despicable way they
are being treated but to take a stand in defence
of the health service. They are opposing being
scapegoated for the failings of the NHS, fighting
for a decent level of pay, adequate staffing levels
and recruitment, and opposing the climate of
diktat which is resulting in increasing numbers
of sincere and conscientious health workers
feeling bullied, marginalised and unable to
speak out. For them, safeguarding the future of
the health service and changing its direction is
an issue of paramount importance.
Many commentators and campaigners are

pointing to the future of the NHS being the focal issue on which
the general election will turn. It is crucial, not simply from the
point of view of how the emphasis has been changed since its
founding in 1948 from its focus on the right of the individual to
health care. It is also crucial from the point of view of fighting
for a modern society in which the needs of the members of that
society for health care are met. The election campaign provides
the opportunity to step up the fight for this right and to prepare
to hold any future government to account on this issue.
Much is being made about the “crisis in hospitals”, and the

need for health workers and paramedics to meet targets and what
is the cause of the failure to do so. Rather than face up to its re-
sponsibility, it is indicative of its contempt of the needs of the
people that the government shifted the goalposts. Its solution to
the increasing numbers of hospitals declaring “major incidents”
was to alter the criteria for “major incidents”, thus making it
harder to declare them.
Thus an important election issue is to fight to ensure that the



Syriza Triumphs in Greek Elections

establishment. This campaign has sought to discredit and mis-
represent Syriza and spread fear with the aim of disorienting peo-
ple from taking the initiative.
One key feature of this disinformation concerns the character-

isation of Syriza as “extreme left”. The idea here is that there is
no alternative to austerity. To propose any alternative, and to
merely suggest that the needs of the population should take more
of a priority in relation to other claims on the Greek economy, are
radical suggestions that are labelled “extreme”. To pursue such
extreme policies will lead to chaos, and so voters should fear the
rise of this maverick party, runs this argument.
The decisiveness of the election result therefore represents a

stand that has been developing in the face of such scaremonger-
ing and disinformation. It represents the stand that there is an al-
ternative to austerity.
Greece is experiencing austerity at its sharpest, and the grow-

ing sentiment is that enough is enough. There is a developing
consciousness of the alternative as a matter of necessity and that
the resistance to austerity cannot confine itself to remaining re-
active. The need has arisen to create conditions where people can
start to elaborate their own solutions and develop their independ-
ent politics and have the space to grow in strength so they can
bring their weight to bear, and so that it is more difficult for the
pro-austerity forces to impose themselves and to continue in the
old way.
The vote is a reflection of a growing sense of the need for

strategy and tactics in this regard, a developing of the political
level of the population. The election was a very practical political
battle, which had to be resolved in favour of people being able
to unite in action aimed at ending austerity.
The election of Syriza by such a large margin despite the fear-

mongering and disinformation is therefore a significant result.
Syriza’s platform is not in itself revolutionary. Yet, to carry it
through is a block to the austerity agenda and of importance to
all in Europe.

reece’s parliamentary election was held on
Sunday, January 25, resulting in Syriza, the
Coalition of the Radical Left, gaining 149

seats, just short of of the 151 needed for an overall
majority.

The election was held following the failure of
the Greek parliament to elect a President of State
by the end of December last year. The single candi-
date, put forward by previous pro-austerity govern-
ment led by the neo-liberal New Democracy party,
was rejected by a majority of members of parlia-
ment, resulting in the dissolution of parliament and
the calling of the snap election.
The Greek electoral system employs a version

of proportional representation where the winning
party is awarded an additional 50 seats. The 149
seats won by Syriza includes this additional 50.
There are 300 members of parliament, meaning that
151 seats are needed for an absolute majority.
The breakdown of parties in the legislature fol-

lowing the election is as follows:
Syriza: 149 seats (36.3% of vote, up 9.4% points)
New Democracy: 76 seats (27.8% of vote, down 1.9% points)
Golden Dawn: 17 seats (6.3% of vote, down 0.6% points)
The River: 17 seats (6.1% of vote)
KKE (Communist Party): 15 seats (5.5% of vote, up 1.0%
points)    
ANEL: 13 seats (4.8% of vote, down 2.7% points)
PASOK: 13 seats (4.7% of vote, down 7.6% points)
Syriza could have potentially chosen to form a minority gov-

ernment. However, for strategic and tactical reasons, they have
formed a coalition with ANEL, or Independent Greeks, an anti-
austerity, though also anti-immigration, party. This decision will
undoubtedly present difficulties, but is an attempt to deal with
the political reality with which they are faced.
The fascist Golden Dawn party came joint third. While 

certainly a negative aspect of the results, it should be noted that
their share of the vote has actually fallen from the 2012 election
and their poll ratings are substantially reduced from their peak.
The vote of the communist KKE, who are calling for a unilat-

eral cancellation of the national debt, illustrates that they have
begun to recover some lost ground. 
The results as a whole reveal that Greeks have firmly rejected

the status quo and the forces overtly favoured by the European
establishment. The old forces have been unable to resolve things
and perpetuate the status quo, and the old political cartel has col-
lapsed, as reflected in the greatly-reduced vote for the previ-
ously-ruling New Democracy and the derisory 13 seats achieved
by the old party of the official left, PASOK.
One consequence has been the formation or rise of smaller

parties. For example, the new party The River, which formed in
February last year, won third place in parliament. The results
could therefore be said to reflect a political system in flux, where
the old party-model does not currently apply and what will re-
place that has yet to be consolidated.
The election was surrounded by disinformation from the

Greek and international media and overt intervention by the EU



by the attacks on Ed Miliband. More and more it will be our is-
sues coming to the fore.”
Dave Prentis said that “the focus was to go all out to defend

the NHS and make that the main issue”. He concluded by saying,
“We do believe that the people of this country want to maintain
their public services and don’t want them privatised and we
know they want the NHS protected as also their schools. We
want to bring about a fairer and better society that we all believe
in no matter what our politics. We can to do it but we have got
to get involved and can’t wake up the morning afterwards and
say if only we had tried a bit harder. We are talking about weeks
to win the most critical election this country has ever faced.”
After workshops in which the content of a Public Services

Manifesto was discussed, the summit finished with a short ques-
tion and answer session with Dave Anderson, MP for Blaydon,
Chi Onwurah, MP for Newcastle Central, and Councillor Laura
Pidcock, Northumberland County Council. 
Overall the summit was timely and vital in terms of the con-

text and bringing together the public service workers to develop
their resistance over the coming weeks to the Coalition govern-
ment and its “austerity” agenda. The summit also highlighted
that over the coming weeks the health workers were prepared to
engage in their fourth one-day strike against the Coalition gov-
ernment on January 29. In the event, the strike was suspended
following a proposal put forward by the Department of Health,
on which the health unions will consult their members. The Fire
Brigades Union has a march and rally to Save our Fire Stations
in Sunderland on February 7, and on the same date the Gateshead
PSA is holding a demonstration against the massive ongoing cuts
to services in Gateshead.

n Saturday, January 17, the Northern Public Services Al-
liance (PSA) organised an important all day summit con-
ference in Newcastle attended by around 100 trade union

activists from across the public service unions in the region.
Opening the conference, Clare Williams, Chair of the PSA,

said that the summit was to focus on work between now and the
General Election in the northern region and beyond. She said
that “we have to recognise that it is important that we get rid of
the Coalition government”. The message she gives is that “we
understand the false divisions between people, public or private,
colour of peoples skin, religion, gender, or sexuality”. She said
that “ultimately we’re in a battle for what type of society we want
to live in”.
Following the Chair’s introduction, the summit shared

thoughts on the austerity agenda and how it was affecting the
country and the North East, on the experience of building al-
liances and coalitions to defend public services, and also on shar-
ing views on developing a “Manifesto for Public Services” to
use in workplaces and communities. 
Among the speakers was Peter Wilcox, regional secretary of

the Fire Brigades Union, who said, “We have to build alliances
if we are to have an impact at the election. We all need to work
together.” Kevin Courtney, National Union of Teachers Deputy
General Secretary, said that his union had a “Stand up for Edu-
cation Manifesto”. We must build our cause at one with the chil-
dren and parents on education, he said, pointing out that building
trade union alliances was key. Recalling the important march for
the National Health Service (NHS) of the “Darlo Mums” in the
summer from Jarrow to London, Rehana Azam, GMB National
Officer for Health and one of its organisers, said that this was
part of making NHS the number one political issue in the elec-
tion. This was ahead of the attempt of the media, big parties and
UKIP to make immigration the main issue in the election, she
explained.

Giving the keynote address to the summit, Dave Prentis, Gen-
eral Secretary of Unison, said: “We are now moving to an elec-
tion which is probably the most critical election that I have ever
been involved in. Unless we get the Tories out everything we
have heard (in the summit) is nothing to what they intend doing
if they get a majority.” He said, “Already 59,000 jobs have gone
from public services in the North East. Double it, because the
intention is to take public spending back to the 1930s by 2019.
That is their vision for our society.”
Dave Prentis pointed out to the summit that the trade unions

are the trusted ones compared to the big party politicians. He said
that for the organisations of the trade unions to deliver is proba-
bly the most important thing of all. “If we do that we will win the
election,” he said. “It won’t be won by Miliband. It won’t be won

Northern Public Services
Alliance Summit Calls for Defeat
of Coalition Government



The Workers’ Opposition Has the Aim of
Defeating the Coalition Government and Holding
the Future Government to Account

he Northern Public Services Alliance (PSA) summit in
Newcastle was on one level a fighting conference to rally
the public sector organisers behind the fight against aus-

terity. As Dave Prentis said, this is the most vital election in
memory and the trade union public service workers must get into
the fray to defeat the Coalition government. In this sense, the
conference was successful. 
But on another level its weakness was in also focusing the

summit on urging all activists in the trade unions to support and
campaign for the Labour Party victory in the election. Such a
weakness endangers dividing the anti-austerity resistance along
political lines rather than further building the resistance to defeat
the Coalition government. 
The Workers’ Opposition must unite all those forces and can-

didates that stand against the austerity agenda and for the rights
of all. This must be the stand in releasing the initiative of the
working movement to turn the election into a battleground where
genuine anti-austerity candidates, that can win, are elected and
that the Coalition government is defeated on the basis of the po-
litical and tactical considerations worked out in the workplaces
and communities in every constituency as to what best serves
the interests of the working class and people. 

Another weakness was the question discussed and promoted
by a speaker from Centre for Local Economic studies CLES,
who correctly identified that the old social contract between gov-
ernment, big business and the trade unions for a “welfare state”
was now dead but then called for a “new social contract” with
government. This question was not elaborated as to what it
meant but in this context it was to get the Labour Party as the
possible next government to take on the concerns of the trade
unions and adopt some of their policies. Dave Prentis said that
“Unison has been working hard with Labour and – whatever
people’s politics at this summit – the only chance of getting rid
of the Tories is to get Labour elected”. This was the point being
made overall.
But the issue is to develop the independent politics of the

working class, politics which is independent of any party or
force that is tied to the interests of the big business monopolies
and call for a new direction for society and for the economy.
Such a Workers’ Opposition has the aim of not only of defeating
the Coalition government but also holding the future government
to account and placing the alternative agenda of the working
class and people at the centre of the politics of the country as
the main opposition.

Battle of Saltley Gate 43rd Anniversary

he West Midlands Region of the Socialist Labour
Party is organising on February 7 a celebration of
the 43rd anniversary of the event in 1972 which

became known as the Battle of Saltley Gate.
This was one of the decisive moments in the history of

the workers’ movement in Britain. It paved the way for
the February 1974 election over “who rules Britain”,
which Conservative Prime Minister Ted Heath lost. Thus
it made an indelible mark on the history of British politics
as a defining moment for the role of the working class. It
represented the power and aspirations of the organised
working class, which the ruling neo-liberal elite which
became personified in Margaret Thatcher became deter-
mined to smash.
In January 1972, the miners, under the leadership of

Arthur Scargill, undertook their first national strike in
nearly 50 years. Four weeks into the strike, 2,000 miners
came to Birmingham to force the closure of Saltley Coke
Works in Birmingham. The miners had the support of 30,000
Birmingham workers who went on strike in solidarity, 15,000 of
whom joined the miners in marching on Saltley Gate. The work-
ers won the battle.
Birmingham Trades Council led the organisation of the 40th

anniversary of the battle and they agreed that they should help
deliver an annual event. Speakers at the 43rd anniversary include
Andrew Jordan, President of the Socialist Labour Party, and Ian
Scott from the Campaign Against Euro-Federalism, who is also
Assistant Secretary of Birmingham TUC.



Our Communities, Our Public Services –
The Rights of All Must Be Defended!

still diverted into “capital budgets” which are serviced out of
what is left of the council revenue. These “capital budgets”
serve the big corporations for such schemes as “town re-gener-
ation”. These are schemes which sometimes spend billions in
the pursuit of attracting “inward investment”. Meanwhile, edu-
cation, fire services, police services, and other services wholly
or partially funded by councils are everywhere facing savage
cuts in the name of “efficiency” savings.
According to the April 2013 report of the Local Government

Association, Councils were then “half way through a scheduled
40 per cent cut in funding from central government”, having cut
£10 billion of a projected £20 billion over five years from local
authority budgets. This has led to the closure of schools, care
homes, libraries, community centres, transport schemes, sports
facilities and many other vital services all over the country, often
described as “soft options”! These sledgehammer cuts have con-
tinued under the fraudulent “austerity” agenda, cutting to the
bone even vital council services that are the statutory obligations
of government and local government such as those connected
with child protection and adult care, social services and so on.
For example, 59,000 jobs were cut from the North East council
services in this period. South Tyneside Council had cut 1,200
jobs and £75 million by 2012 and cut £23 million from adult
care by 2013. Similar cuts took place with other councils.
Gateshead Council had cut £90.6 million by 2014.
It is reported that this year the government tried to claim that

the amount councils can spend “taking into account other re-
sources, including business rates” will only “fall on average by
1.8%”. This is a trick to hide the truth because the “other re-
sources” include the ring-fenced Better Care Fund and an ex-
pectation that councils use what reserves they have and sell off
council property. The Local Government Association calculates
a figure excluding council tax and part of the Better Care Fund
which it does not think will go to councils, and it reckons that
funding is going to fall by an average of 8.8% next year. Al-
ready, Manchester recently announced a “consultation” on the
scale of the 2015-2017 cuts with a cut of “£55.24million from
next year’s budget, rising to a possible total of £70.22million
over the next two years”.
South Tyneside Council has said that its target is a cut of £22

million for this year. By the end of 2015/16, it is estimated that
Gateshead Council’s core grant funding will have reduced by
£59m (36%) from 2010. This equates to an approximate £300
per head reduction in government funding over the period.
The demonstrations which are taking place in the North East

of England this weekend are part of building the resistance to
the wrecking of public services. They are not falling prey to the
claim that one service is more valuable than another but are op-
posing all the cuts and resulting job losses. They are affirming
that there is an alternative and that these are our communities,
our public services, and that the rights of all must be defended!

n Saturday, February 7, a demonstration organised by the
Public Services Alliance (PSA) is taking place in
Gateshead from West Street to a rally at the Civic Centre

against the cuts to Gateshead Council services.
The local authority is proposing to close five libraries, li-

braries which provide the focus for many elderly people and
parents with young children who use the services regularly. It
also plans to close some leisure centres and reduce the hours of
others. It is proposing to totally dismantle the irreplaceable
home support service for older people in Gateshead which helps
them maintain their independence and safety, prevents hospital
admissions, and indeed at times saves lives.
The demonstration is also protesting at the proposed closure

of acute mental health beds at the Tramwell unit in Gateshead
which the Northumbria Tyne and Wear Mental Health Trust is
currently “consulting” on. This closure is being presented as the
only option and would mean that patients and relatives in the
future would be forced to travel long distances for in-patient
treatment.
Also on February 7, the Save Our Fire Station campaign is

holding a march in Sunderland against the closure of three fire
stations: Sunderland Central, Gosforth in Newcastle and
Wallsend in North Tyneside. This march and rally is ahead of a
meeting of Tyne and Wear Fire Authority which is looking to
save cash over the next three years following £8.8m of govern-
ment cuts.
Most local authority funding comes from central govern-

ment, with only about a quarter raised locally through council
tax on local residential and business properties. What this local
taxation hides is that the government has the responsibility to
meet the needs of every community and central government
taxes people in every community and workplace via income tax,
corporation tax, purchase tax (VAT) and national insurance. It
distributes this funding via its local authorities through what it
describes as a “government grant”. Yet responsibility lies with
government on behalf of society to provide modern public serv-
ices for all the people who live and work in every part of the
country. In distributing this central funding, the government
present this funding to local authorities as a “grant” as if it is a
“cost and burden” to the national treasury. The pretext is given
of doing away with “big government” and the “nanny state” and
other such pronouncements. “Big government” must be down-
sized to those of the 1930s to remove the “burden on business
initiative” the favourite argument of the ruling circles runs these
days. 
Over the last five years, the Coalition government, far from

taking up its responsibility for local authority funding of public
services, has taken what has been described as a “sledgeham-
mer” to the budgets of local authorities by reducing the govern-
ment “grant” which has led to unprecedented cuts wrecking
whole swathes of public services. At the same time, money is



“Reinstate Charlotte Monro” Campaign and its Implications:

members, and later charged with failure to disclose criminal con-
victions which actually arose out of political activities in the con-
text of the upsurge in the anti-fascist movement in the 1970s.
During the Tribunal, Professor Joanne Martin, Director of Ac-

ademic Health Sciences at Barts Health NHS Trust, who had
chaired Charlotte’s appeal to Barts Health Trust in 2013, made
reference to Charlotte’s valuable contribution and long service to
Whipps Cross Hospital. During questioning at the Tribunal both
witnesses for Barts Health Trust acknowledged that when Char-
lotte talked to staff members about proposed changes and poten-
tial job losses she was doing this in her capacity as a trade union
representative. She did not present any factual inaccuracies to
the Scrutiny Committee but rather presented the concerns of staff
which constituted a difference of opinion.
Judge Jonathan Ferris suggested that it was completely ap-

propriate for Charlotte, as a trade union representative, to present
staff opinions even if they were different from the opinion of
Barts Health. Both witnesses for Barts Health asserted that it was
Charlotte’s failure to disclose her previous criminal convictions
which led to her dismissal, rather than the nature of the convic-
tions. Barts witnesses were asked why they had opted for dis-
missal, and whether they had considered that violence in scuffles
with the police, on political demonstrations, when Charlotte was
in her 20s, would be repeated by her as a 65-year-old health pro-
fessional with a long and highly respected career. The judge
probed the lack of guidelines on the part of the Trust, leading to
confusion over questions such as what was meant by “multiple
convictions”.
Charlotte’s professional body considered an allegation over

her past convictions, and concluded that there is no case to an-
swer, recognising that the convictions date back a long time and
have a specific historical context. In light of Charlotte’s long and
distinguished career, whilst her convictions should have been de-
clared earlier, the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC)
fully upheld her right to continue to practice as an Occupational
Therapist.
Managers at Barts Health were also said to have “beefed up”

the accusations faced by Charlotte Monro to make her alleged

harlotte Monro, an occupational therapist and handling
co-ordinator at Whipps Cross University Hospital in East
London, was dismissed by Barts Health Trust after she

addressed the Waltham Forest Health Overview and Scrutiny
Committee in her capacity as a union rep about concerns over
the hospital. The charges related to failing to respect confidential-
ity (by talking in her union role to staff about proposed changes),
failure to disclose convictions and bringing the Trust into disre-
pute – this last charge being dropped on appeal. Charlotte’s union
Unison is bringing the case to tribunal claiming that Charlotte
was wrongfully dismissed in July 2013.
Charlotte’s Employment Tribunal began on January 19 in

Docklands, and campaigners and trade unionists held a rally on
January 20 outside the building where the tribunal was being
held in support of the justice of her stand. So many people came
in to the public area of the hearing that a larger room had to be
found.
After running for four days, the Tribunal was adjourned until

March 13 for the final two days of the hearing, when Charlotte
will finally be able to give her own evidence. Two witnesses for
Barts Health Trust were on the stand for most of the four days,
followed by two of Charlotte’s witnesses. Meanwhile the Sup-
port Charlotte Monro campaign is organising a public meeting
“The Right to Speak Out!” at BMA House, home of the British
Medical Association, on February 12. It is intended to deepen
the discussion about the implications of the case and other sim-
ilar ones. It is being held in defence of the rights of NHS and
other public service workers and to oppose the climate of diktat
that is preventing trade unionists and other staff from contribut-
ing in any way to the safeguarding the future of the health service
and other public services.
The important issues represented by this case are being clearly

brought out in the hearing and thoroughly discussed. The issue
of the right to speak out as a trade union representative on issues
of concern for patients and staff has been particularly high-
lighted.
Speakers at the rally of around 40 supporters of Charlotte

Monro’s case for reinstatement, demonstrating outside the Em-
ployment Tribunal, pointed out that exercising the right to speak
out and where necessary challenge what the authorities are dic-
tating is critical to patient safety and to the accountability of
health service managers.
The case is being seen as a test case for the way NHS Trusts

deal with their staff and union reps, and comes after Barts ad-
mitted it has a problem with “bullying”. It is also seen as touch-
ing on the issue of NHS failures to protect “whistleblowers”,
particularly as it is against the law to sack workers for their trade
union activities.
Charlotte had reported concerns to the Scrutiny Committee, as a
trade union representative, about bed reduction at the stroke serv-
ice at Whipps Cross Hospital. She was also charged with prema-
turely disclosing information about job losses to her union

What Is Just Is Just 



BMA House, Tavistock Square, 

London WC1H 9JP

Speakers: Dr Kim Holt, Tracey Boylin, 
Polly Toynbee, Julie Davies 

Hosted by BMA London Regional Council 

For further details of the Reinstate Charlotte Monro Campaign Visit:

http://www.savelewishamhospital.com/reinstate-charlotte-monro/

disrepute appear more serious, her barrister Nicola Newbegin
told the hearing.
Unison General Secretary Dave Prentis has said that Charlotte

was a “long serving and respected health worker” and that “no
employer should be allowed to act in this way”.
Reinstate Charlotte campaigner Norma Dudley said: “All that

Charlotte did was represent her union members and draw the at-
tention of the local council and the community to the conse-
quences of proposed cuts and service changes at Whipps Cross.
Barts Health Trust actions have created a climate of fear seen to
be aimed at keeping NHS workers quiet about cuts to services
and union members cowed into submission over pay and condi-
tions. The call to reinstate Charlotte is part of a determined drive
by staff, unions and the local campaigns to change this culture
that is incompatible with care. At a time of national crisis in the
NHS it is more vital than ever that NHS staff are able to speak
out against the damaging effects of cuts on the health of the pa-
tients in their care.” 
A petition calling to reinstate Charlotte and end the bullying

climate at Barts is attracting widespread support.
References from:

Reinstate Charlotte Monro Campaign
Waltham Forest Save Our NHS
Save Lewisham Hospital Campaign
Evening Standard journalist Ross Lydall’s blog
Journalist Paul Donovan’s blog “Between the Lines”

No to TTIP!

he House of Commons debated TTIP, the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership, on January 15. The de-
bate took place on a motion moved by Labour MP Geraint

Davies, which stated: “That this House believes that the Transat-
lantic Trade and Investment Partnership and any associated in-
vestor-state dispute settlement provisions should be subject to
scrutiny in the European Parliament and the UK Parliament.”
It can be seen how the terms of the motion fell short of con-

demning the content of the TTIP provisions for enshrining the
power of the monopolies over the decision-making power of the
governments of the EU. TTIP is part of the neo-liberal offensive
in which states are acting as the executives of the monopolies, so
that the public interest is of no consequence and the public au-
thority is wrecked. Nevertheless, the debate could be seen as part
of, and indeed a response to, the broad opposition which has been
increasingly developing to block the monopolies acting with im-
punity and without restrictions through the provisions of TTIP.
The British government has been playing a major role in ad-

vancing TTIP and providing justifications and obfuscations over
its provisions. It has used the rhetoric of “removing red-tape”,
“increasing competitiveness” and “creating jobs and growth” to
push TTIP.
Because of the people’s opposition, including a petition signed
by 1.2 million people, the investor-state dispute settlement
(ISDS) section of the negotiations has been suspended. In a EU-
wide consultation exercise, there were 150,000 objections, in-
cluding 52,000 from Britain. The European Commission is now
to decide whether to abandon ISDS altogether, or merely post-
pone ISDS negotiations till a later date.
The government is asserting that there is no threat to public

services, in particular the NHS, through TTIP. It keeps repeating
ad nauseam that there is no threat of the privatisation of the NHS
as a result of TTIP, and that as a public service it would be pro-
tected. The issue is that private health companies are already in
control of areas of the NHS and are entrenched in delivering
health care. There is a real fear that US health monopolies,
amongst others, would take advantage of TTIP to extend their
move to extract value from the NHS. The government is taking
the health service in the direction of privatisation and marketiza-
tion. As was pointed out in the Commons debate, the text of TTIP
does not indicate that public services under the control of the
state will be exempt. It says that “services of general economic
interest” would be governed by normal competition law “in so
far as the application of such rules does not obstruct the perform-
ance in law, or in fact, of the particular tasks assigned to the en-
terprises in question”.

No to TTIP!

No to Monopoly Right! Yes to Public Right!

Mounting Opposition to
the Neo-Liberal
Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership



he attempts to rewrite history are mind-boggling. Ger-
many went to great lengths to make sure representatives
from Russia would not attend the celebrations of the 70th

anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camp
Auschwitz.
A recent report by germanforeignpolicy.com informs that “EU

countries are preventing the Russian president from participating
at the commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the liberation
of Auschwitz”. The highest representative of the country whose
army halted the mass murder in the German extermination camp
January 27, 1945, is thereby excluded from the commemoration
ceremonies, germanforeignpolicy.com wrote. However, Ger-
many’s President Joachim Gauck participated. This is the same
Joachim Gauck who used his speech on the 75th anniversary of
Germany’s invasion of Poland to stir up sentiment against
Moscow and to transform the commemoration of Nazi crimes
into an appeal for closing ranks against Russia. In his memoirs,
Gauck described Red Army soldiers, who had liberated Ger-
many, as beings “with Asian facial features”, “reeking of Vodka”,
who “requisitioned and stole”. This is typical CIA propaganda
about the conduct of the Red Army when it liberated Europe. Of
course, for the Red Army to achieve the feats it accomplished,
discipline was decisive and it conducted itself very differently
to what the slanders claim. The motivation of such slanders is
understood from the statements made by Gauck a few years ago

70th Anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz by the Red Army:

Russia Excluded from Commemoration
Ceremonies

when he complained, “The occurrence of the German Judeocide
has been inflated to a uniqueness,” because “certain milieux of
post-religious societies” were seeking to induce “a certain shud-
der in face of the unspeakable.” In 2010, he was quoted saying,
he “wonders how much longer we Germans want to nurture our
culture of chagrin”.
The denial of the role of the Soviet Union in the anti-fascist

war is for purposes of equating communism with fascism and
thereby depriving the world’s people of communist leadership
today. It is also to isolate Russia today, in the frenzied attempt by
the US to impose its control over Europe and dominate Asia, and
of the European Union to do the same. Blaming the Soviets for
all the crimes the Hitlerites committed also serves to cover up
the crimes committed during the war by British Zionism’s proj-
ects and Zionist forces, the aim of which is to condone the terri-
ble crimes the Zionist state of Israel is committing against the
Palestinians, in the name of creating a safe haven for Jews, de-
spite the fact they themselves only wanted a chosen few. All of
it serves to deprive the younger generations of an understanding
of the past so as to help them cope with the present in a manner
that opens a path for the future.
But what it tells us is that today the reactionary forces suffer

from a most morbid preoccupation with defeat. In their desper-
ation they are reaching out to the Hitlerites of yesterday and
today to save them. They are despicable indeed.

Freedom of Speech of the Reactionary Ruling Classes:

Jean-Daniel Nolin

say it.” Philosophers, who claim to have grown up on a diet of
Voltaire, have come forward to support this assertion. But this
sentence was never uttered by Voltaire. It is Evelyn Beatrice
Hall, who falsely attributed it to Voltaire in an article, as she
herself admits.
Voltaire wrote his 1763 “Treatise on Tolerance” about the

case of the death sentence and execution of Jean Calas, father
of a Huguenot family, on March 10, 1762, to oppose the reli-
gious massacres of the time, especially those carried out by
the Jesuits against the Huguenots. In Toulouse especially, this
story caused all sorts of slanders and insults against the family,
including calls for the death of the mother, the son, the parents
and even the servant of the Calas family. After a lengthy analy-
sis of religions throughout history and civilisations, he con-
cluded that intolerance is not the fruit of religion, but of
property. He said, among other things, “Seek not to vex the
hearts of men, and they are yours.” He also wrote other books

Hypocrisy, Hysteria and Historical Falsification
around the Attacks against Charlie Hebdo

he terrorist attack against Charlie Hebdo resulted in a
huge wave of sympathy and opposition to terrorist at-
tacks. These just actions are positions of principle, as

are the demonstrations of Muslim peoples demanding that the
Prophet Muhammad not be caricatured. Blasphemy is a social
act – an act directed toward someone else and their beliefs,
which all persons whether religious, atheist or agnostic must
respect. Without this respect, there is no discussion possible.
As with any event, the bourgeoisie advances its pawns. It

presents itself as democratic, defending of freedom of speech,
for peace, and so on. In reality, it is doing the exact opposite.
It muzzles scientists, cuts subsidies to organisations critical of
its policies, militarises the police against its own people, and
engages more and more in military adventures.
The bourgeoisie is presented as the successor of the En-

lightenment and Voltaire who reportedly said, “I do not agree
with what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to



that dealt with blasphemy as a social act.
This is a far cry from the way the bourgeoisie uses Voltaire

in the present and today’s reality.
Another thing that the bourgeoisie says to justify the exis-

tence of a magazine like Charlie Hebdo is that cartoons are
the means of expression of the people, that they have existed
forever in France, during the French Revolution, etc. As al-
ways, the bourgeoisie presents things as absolute, beyond
classes and the future of society. During the French Revolu-
tion, there were cartoonists on both sides. The monarchy had
its own, such as James Gillray or Boyer de Nimes.
One of the finest examples of the class character of carica-

ture is the newspaper Der Stürmer, a Nazi weekly newspaper
published by Julius Streicher starting in 1923. Der Stürmer
used very entertaining content, pornography, cartoons and
anti-capitalist appeals. In addition, in each paper and in each
of its editions, Der Stürmer included in large letters at the bot-
tom of the first page: “Die Juden sind unser Unglück” meaning
“The Jews are our misfortune.” He worked on building what
Jeffrey Herf calls an anti-Semitic consensus.
Although Julius Streicher was not involved in the Nazi gov-

ernment apparatus or in the German armed forces, he was tried
by the Nuremberg Tribunal where he was convicted of crimes
against humanity and sentenced to death on October 1, 1946.

The judgment reads in part, “In his speeches and articles, week
after week, month after month, he infected the German mind
with the virus of anti-Semitism, and incited the German people
to active persecution. [...]
“Streicher’s incitement to murder and extermination at the

time when Jews in the East were being killed under the most
horrible conditions clearly constitutes persecution on political
and racial grounds in the context of war crimes, such as de-
fined by the Charter, and constitutes a crime against human-
ity.”
Can we then mock anything? Jokes against minorities,

those who are persecuted (such as Muslims today), the down-
trodden, desperate, destitute and the homeless are barbarism,
not satire. The same goes for jokes against women, which seek
to drag society back to a time when women were not equal to
men.
To mock everything, as Charlie Hebdo claims it does today,

amounts to sowing divisions amongst the peoples of the world.
Such activity gives credibility to the bourgeois theory of the
“clash of civilisations” promoted during the US imperialist ag-
gression against the peoples of the Middle East launched under
Bush that has done so much harm to humanity.

(The Marxist-Leninist Weekly, January 31, 2015, translated
from the original French)

US and Britain Must End Hostility
to and Sanctions against DPRK

ntering the New Year, the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK) made proposals to defuse the danger of
war, ease tension and create a peaceful climate on the Ko-

rean peninsula. It clarified its stand that it is ready to take steps
for putting a moratorium on nuclear tests should the US tem-
porarily halt joint military exercises in south Korea and its vicin-
ity. At the same time, the DPRK clarified that it is ready to sit at
the negotiating table with the US any time. The US should heed
the DPRK.
In the first significant move since the DPRK’s leader Kim

Jong Un came to office three years ago, the DPRK’s representa-
tive to the Six Party Talks Ri Yong Ho and former US Special
Representative for DPRK Policy Stephen Bosworth were sched-
uled to begin two days of talks on January 17 in Singapore.
In his New Year’s speech on January 1, leader Kim Jong Un

said, “There is no reason not to hold highest-level talks” with
South Korean President Park Geun-hye if the right atmosphere
is created. In response, Park said at her New Year’s press confer-
ence that she could meet with Kim Jong Un if it promotes inter-
Korean relations.
However, on January 2, President Obama signed an executive

order imposing further sanctions against the DPRK on the fraud-
ulent basis that the DPRK was responsible for the cyber-attacks
on Sony Pictures. The executive order cites the “provocative,
destabilising and repressive actions” of the government of the

DPRK which “constitute
a continuing threat to the
national security, foreign
policy, and economy of
the United States”.
The DPRK has never

given up its efforts to talk
directly with the United
States. A senior Py-
ongyang representative at
the United Nations said
on January 13 that the
DPRK is ready to explain the intention behind its proposal di-
rectly to the United States, if the latter wants “additional expla-
nations about our proposal”.
On the 70th anniversary of the end of Japanese colonial rule

and the division of the peninsula, it is high time that the US
should patiently listen to the DPRK’s appeal for peace to help
achieve denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and safeguard
its peace and stability through dialogue and consultations. Peace-
and justice-loving people in Britain and around the world should
demand that a peace treaty be signed between the US and DPRK
to end the Korean War and normalise relations between the two
countries. The US should withdraw all its troops and weaponry
from south Korea.

THE LINE OF MARCH WAS NOT PUBLISHED FROM NOVEMBER 2014 TO JANUARY 2015.
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