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the path of exporting “universal
values” and “democracy” to all as
a “democratic imperative” it is the
stand of countries such as Cuba
who can proclaim truly and
authentically that democracy lives.
Far from even making such absurd
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amount was pilfered by keeping
prices high while British Gas and
its shareholders benefited from a
free fall in wholesale gas as a
result of unusually mild weather
and a new gas pipeline form

Norway. This is the backdrop to
fuel poverty which tragically
expects to see between 25,000 and
40,000 more deaths every winter
from people not being able to
afford to heat their homes. People

are being forced to choose
whether to heat their homes or
eat.

About four million people are
officially in fuel poverty, meaning

CPB(ML) hails the election
of Raul Castro as President
of Cuba and sends its

warmest revolutionary greetings to
Fidel Castro in his new role within
Cuba and the Cuban revolution.
As the British government takes

Election of Raul Castro as
President of Cuba: 

“Democratic Imperative”:
THE DEMOCRATIC IMPERATIVE”

WAS THE TITLE GIVEN BY THE

FOREIGN SECRETARY, DAVID

MILIBAND, to the key-note speech he delivered
at the third Aung San Suu Kyi lecture at St
Hugh’s College, Oxford University, earlier this
month. In the course of the lecture, the Foreign
Secretary attempted to justify the so-called

“export of democracy” by military and other
means by the Anglo-American alliance and the
other big powers, even though he acknowledged
that following the invasions of Iraq and

Afghanistan there was now increasing opposition
Continued on page 3

Arrogantly
Imposing
Eurocentric Values
under a Democratic
Veneer amid
Dreams of Empire

ritish Gas is making huge
profits through
monopoly dictate. In

2007, British Gas had
appropriated their way to a
£517m profit. This massive

claims as that their democratic sys-
tem is a model to be imposed and
exported, as does the British gov-
ernment in its chauvinism, the
Cuban experience is one of con-
stantly building, strengthening and
perfecting the revolutionary

process as an ongoing task in the
course of solving the problems of
society and putting the people at
the centre of developments.
In a climate created by monop-

Havana, Cuba, February 24, 2008: New session of Cuban National 
Assembly begins its work.
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15%. This theft from the people on
behalf of the rich is a characteristic
of monopoly control and cannot be
addressed without addressing the
decaying monopoly capitalist
system and its claim on the wealth
that the workers create. 
Not only do these energy

companies such as British Gas
make their massive profits by
effectively stealing from the poor,
but they also do this by claiming the
added value created by the workers
as their profit. British Gas workers
themselves are being put under ever
increasing bad conditions.
The GMB union stated that as

Continued from page 1

well as “fleecing its customers and
making record profits”, British
Gas was scrapping its final salary
pension scheme. “It is about time
that a full inquiry was conducted
into the operation of the energy
market,” said Gary Smith, GMB’s
national secretary.
Now Ofgem, the energy

industry regulator, has launched
an investigation. This
investigation is to look if energy
customers are getting a fair deal,
but what really should be asked
especially in light of the question
of the Northern Rock crisis, is who
should own our energy resources?
Who should decide on the future
of energy based on the needs of
working class and people? It is the
working class and people
themselves who should decide,
building a society centred on the
human being.
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British Gas Profiteering:

Oppose Monopoly Dictate
Who Decides? We Decide!

they have to spend at least 10 per
cent of their income on fuel bills.
This injustice is created by a
monopoly-controlled system by
which giant corporations target the
most poor and vulnerable, whose
exploitation is being used to pay
the rich. 
This profiteering by which

energy companies are making
huge profits from the needs of the
people has taken an even worse
turn in 2008. In January /
February, the big six energy
companies put up their prices by

Hands Off Iraqi
Oil Day

ands Off Iraqi Oil is a
coalition opposing any
foreign exploitation of

Iraq’s oil reserves that violates the
sovereignty of the Iraqi people
over their oil. Members include
Corporate Watch, Iraq Occupation
Focus, Jubilee Iraq, PLATFORM,
Voices UK, and War on Want.
Supporters include Naftana and
the Stop the War Coalition.
On February 23, 2008, a day of

action was held across the country,
and there were also actions in the
Netherlands and the US. The
actions were in solidarity with the
Iraqi’s people’s struggle to end the
plunder and selling off of Iraqi oil
reserves. In February 2007 the
Iraqi cabinet approved an oil law
which, if passed into law, would

allow the likes of Shell, BP and
Exxon to take over control of most
of Iraq’s oil reserves, depriving
ordinary Iraqis of scores of billions
of dollars. Shell and BP, with the
help of the British government,
have been actively pushing for this
law and these contracts since 2003.
The public responded well to

these actions, and the youth were
out in force to give out leaflets and
discuss the issues around the plun-
der of Iraq’s resources and keeping
the monopolies hands off Iraqi oil.
WWYG fully supports the

efforts of the youth to expose the
monopolies, these corporate

pirates who plunder through war
the wealth of a sovereign nation,
and to hold them to account.
For more information visit

www.indymedia.org.uk also

www.handsoffiraqioil.org also

www.basraoilunion.org also

www.iraqioillaw.com

Actions from across the
country:
Birmingham – Fifteen people
shut down a Shell petrol station for
two hours in Kings Heath to
protest against multinational oil
companies’ moves to steal Iraq’s
oil and defiantly show solidarity
with the Iraqi oil workers who are
on the front line of this struggle.
London – “Corporate Pirates”
protested against the multinational
oil companies’ ongoing attempts to
profit from the occupation and
death of an estimated million peo-
ple in Iraq by plundering the coun-
try’s oil resources; a move strongly
opposed by the Iraqi oil workers’
unions and general populace.
Liverpool – Activists from the
Liverpool Social Forum picketed

the Shell garage on Aigburth
Road. 
Wrexham – There was a demon-
stration outside the Shell garage on
the A541 Mold Road. Despite
small numbers, the demonstrators
managed to make themselves very
visible thanks to the conveniently
placed pedestrian crossing. 
Coventry – Two banners were
hung in the morning and three
more later in the afternoon. This
was done in solidarity with other
protests to highlight the plight of
the Iraqi people and the negative
consequences of the current pro-
posed oil law in Iraq.
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to such undemocratic and war-
mongering activity. 
According to the logic of the

Foreign Secretary, “We should not
let the genuine debate about the
‘how’ of foreign policy obscure
the clarity about the ‘what’,” by
which he apparently meant that
the end justifies the means.
Although he claimed that “we
cannot be self-satisfied about the
state of our own democracy”, and
“we cannot impose democratic
norms”, his speech was an attempt
to justify the export and imposi-
tion of the Eurocentric model of
representative democracy

throughout the world, behind the
smokescreen of acknowledging
“the diversity of cultures”.
Miliband’s lecture was held to

honour the Burmese Nobel peace

their lives – whether that is
reforming established democra-
cies, or supporting transitions to
democracy. We should be on the
side of the civilian surge.”

Miliband stressed that the end of
the Cold War has not led to “the
end of history” as some predicted.
Therefore there is now a need to
redouble efforts to establish repre-
sentative democracy and the

multi-party system by all means.
As he put it, “The goal of spread-
ing democracy should be a great
progressive project,” in which
both “hard” and “soft” power
should be utilised.
Of course, Miliband attempted

to present a universal definition of
democracy based on the premise
of “government by the people”
while ignoring that fact that in
Britain the people are not sover-
eign, do not exercise decision-
making power, and do not select
the candidates who are to stand for
election. In fact, everything con-
nected with government is in the
hands of the big parties, and
increasingly decisions are not
even made by Parliament but by
the Prime Minister exercising the
Royal Prerogative. It could be
concluded that Miliband should
therefore be more concerned with
“spreading democracy” in Britain
before arrogantly pontificating
about how it might be exported
elsewhere.

The fact is that behind an
expressed concern with “democ-
racy” Miliband is actually con-
cerned with the imposition of
representative democracy and the
so-called “universal values” pro-
moted by the Anglo-American
alliance on behalf of the big
monopolies. Miliband deliberate-
ly associates the global striving
and demand of all peoples for sov-
ereignty and the right to determine
their futures with the bankrupt
political system that currently

exists in Britain and elsewhere,
which denies these rights and rep-
resents nothing more than the dic-
tate of the monopolies

embellished with parliamentary
forms.

Miliband’s assertions that

“democracy is the best custodian
of trade” or that “established
democracies are less likely to fight
each other” and that “democracy
provides a way of resolving com-
peting interests and claims on
resources in a peaceful way” are
simply not borne out by the facts
of history. On the contrary, history
has shown that under monopoly
capitalism “trade”, if it can be
called such, is dominated by the
big monopolies. Far from being
conducted between equal part-
ners, such “trade” is in the narrow
interests of the monopolies and is
based on plunder and exploitation.

economies of China, India and
elsewhere, applauds the global
expansion of the BBC and British
Council and calls for more fund-
ing for NGOs which can promote
such values. At the same time he

“Democratic Imperative”:

Continued from page 1

the Foreign Secretary
attempted to justify the so-
called “export of democracy”
by military and other means

by the Anglo-American
alliance and the other big
powers, even though he

acknowledged that following
the invasions of Iraq and
Afghanistan there was now
increasing opposition to such

undemocratic and
warmongering activity 

Miliband attempted to
present a universal

definition of democracy
based on the premise of

“government by the people”
while ignoring that fact that
in Britain the people are not
sovereign ... everything

connected with government
is in the hands of the big
parties, and increasingly

decisions are not even made
by Parliament but by the

Prime Minister exercising the
Royal Prerogative. 

stresses that “aid” can be used for
economic leverage and interna-
tional organisations used for polit-
ical and military pressure. The EU
in particular, Miliband argues,
should be used to exert pressure
and influence throughout the
Balkans, in Georgia and the
Ukraine and even in African,
Caribbean and Pacific countries.
But Miliband also declares that
there will be situations where in
order to “promote democracy” the
“hard power of targeted sanctions,
international criminal proceed-
ings, security guarantees and mili-
tary intervention will be

necessary”. 
In short, Britain and the other

big powers may use any means to
achieve their aims, and give them-
selves the right to interfere in the
internal political affairs of others.
At the same time, despite such
professed admiration for democ-
racy, the Labour government is
daily centralising power in Britain
and trampling on its citizens’ most
basic democratic rights. What is
clear is that it is the people them-
selves that must take up the task of
democratic renewal in society, by
establishing the mechanisms to
empower themselves and become
the ultimate decision makers. It is
also vital that there are no illusions
about the democratic pretensions
of the Labour government abroad.
Rather, its “democratic impera-
tive” must be resolutely opposed
and exposed for what it is, an
attempt to impose the Eurocentric
values and institutions of the
monopolies throughout the world.
It must not pass!

prize winner and activist, Aung
San Suu Kyi, who formerly stud-
ied at Oxford University and he
began his lecture by asserting that
what he called the “civilian surge”
of recent opposition to the military
government of Burma was in fact
part of a more global phenomenon
that should be supported. In
Miliband’s words, “We should
back demands among citizens for
more freedom and power over

The monopolies have no concern
for those who are wealth produc-
ers; rival monopolies are continu-
ally in conflict and therefore
contention and wars between the
big powers are inevitable; and the
big powers operate on the basis
that might is right and openly
attack the less powerful, even on
the grounds that this is how
democracy is promoted. 
For Miliband and the govern-

ment the aim is clear, to promote
the “universal values” and politi-
cal system best suited to neo-liber-
al globalisation and the dictate of
the monopolies – this is his
“imperative”. To this end

Miliband calls for greater eco-
nomic integration of the

For Miliband and the
government the aim is clear,
to promote the “universal
values” and political system
best suited to neo-liberal

globalisation and the dictate
of the monopolies – this is

his “imperative”.



Workers’ Weekly 01/03/08

oly diktat, that aims to obscure all
that is enlightened and democratic
with the notion that only multi
party “democracy” can be the path
for the world, it is important that
the working class and people see
through the mystifying, and think-
ing for themselves understand the
concept of a state that is constituted
by the working class in power who
vest sovereignty in the people. 
Cuba is one such state where

the task of vesting sovereignty in
the people is being implemented in
all earnest, and the independence
and sovereignty of the country is
being put in the forefront as key to
defend in order to safeguard and
develop the gains of the revolution.
It is as this beacon of power of the
people that it is held with such con-
tempt by US imperialism and other
so-called western powers. The
British media aim to win the battle
of ideas with their demonising of
Fidel, Raul and the revolution.
Despite this, and despite the British
government’s stand on spreading
“democracy”, the British working
class and people through their
social consciousness and their
organisations stand shoulder to
shoulder with Cuba, in defence of
their revolution, in defence of
socialism and communism

throughout the world.  
On this occasion, RCPB(ML)

expresses its profound confidence
in the Cuban revolutionary process
and its leadership. Today as in the
past the Cuban people and their
leadership can rely on the support
of the British working class and
people.

n Saturday, February 16,
supporters of the Save
Whipps Cross

Campaign gathered at a local pub
to celebrate the long struggle that
has been waged and the many suc-
cesses that have been achieved in
the effort to keep Whipps Cross,
the local hospital, opened as a full
district general hospital in the
heart of the community it serves.
The broad support which the cam-
paign enjoys in the local area was
clear from the fact that the land-
lord of the pub provided the venue
free of charge and the food for the
event and the music were also pro-
vided by its supporters.
The room where the party was

held was decorated with balloons,
while on the walls articles from
the local paper chronicled the his-
tory of the struggle to save the
hospital. There were also tables
with literature dealing in depth
with the local struggle to save
Whipps as well as with the strug-
gle going on across the whole
country to save the NHS from the
government’s programme to

degrade and privatise it.
Charlotte Monro, chair of the

campaign, welcomed everyone
and thanked them for their hard
work to save the hospital as a fully
functioning general hospital. She
explained that the party had been
organised to celebrate this fight
and the successes achieved. She
pointed out that although big
advances had been made, and the
report from NHS Director of
Clinical Excellence, Professor
Alberti, had accepted the need to
keep Whipps as a fully function-
ing acute district general hospital,
its future as such still has no offi-
cial confirmation. The cuts over
the last 18 months have left it
without enough beds. It urgently
needs to re-open wards, and be
given investment for more staff
and better buildings.
As if to underline this fact, she

apologised on behalf of Dr Alan
Hakim, vice chair of the cam-
paign, who was unable to attend as

he was on duty in the Whipps Cross
A&E and the huge workload on the
night made it impossible for him to
come to the celebration. The local
newspaper later reported that, in
fact, for 15 hours between Saturday
night and Sunday morning, emer-
gency admissions to Whipps A&E
had had to be diverted to neighbour-
ing hospitals as all the hospital’s
beds, except two in the resuscitation
ward, were occupied. 
She referred to the critical situa-

tion our community health services
are now facing with health visitors,
school nurses and district nurse
numbers having been cut so severe-
ly back by Waltham Forest Primary
Care Trust that serious concerns
have been reported in the local press
about dangers to health. She empha-
sised the work that is to be done by
those in the campaign in defending
community services, and also mak-
ing our voice heard in the

“Healthcare for London” consulta-
tion and asked people to respond to
this. 
Following the brief remarks

from the chair, people listened to a
performance by the a cappella
socialist women’s choir Velvet Fist,
who had chosen songs with rele-
vance to the struggle, danced to the
music played by DJ Matthew, and
mingled and talked enjoying the
great spread of food provided.
In the situation where the gov-

ernment’s drive to privatise the NHS
is going ahead at full speed and its
destructive impact can be seen
everywhere, the Whipps Cross cam-
paign celebration was very signifi-

cant. The hospital is facing at least
£6 million cost savings but is in des-
perate need of investment in order to
meet the health needs of the local
population. In addition, the local
PCT is following the government
drive to use private sector providers,
and the “choose and book” system
to refer patients into the private sec-
tor, to hospitals out of area like
Queens in Romford, or across
London, for their treatments. This
not only has a negative impact on
the hospital’s funding, but also
potentially threatens the continued
presence of some specialist clini-
cians at Whipps. Already clinicians
find these patients are losing out on
the quality of care which is
enhanced by the communication
between specialists and within the
health teams that they would nor-
mally have had if referred to
Whipps.  The outcome of such a
development could well be the
break up of teams of clinical special-
ists and the working relationships
they develop when working togeth-
er in the same institution. Many con-
sider these relationships of mutual
support and learning from each
other to be essential to the quality of
care that patients receive.
The significance of the Whipps

Cross campaign and the successes
that it has achieved to date is that it
shows that the people can have the
power to stop the destruction of the
NHS, if they unite, define their inter-
ests and fight for these with determi-
nation and clarity. The struggle is
based on the principle that health
care is a right.
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