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the same time, a kind of feeding
frenzy is being whipped up by the
monopoly media in order to deni-
grate politicians as a whole and
raise the spectre of “fringe parties”
and the danger of “extremists”, and
consolidate the parties in power.

What must be grasped is that

this scandal is being fanned in a
period which is fraught with the
objective dangers of fascism and
war, and conditions are being pre-
pared to say that big government is
the answer, and a new broom is
required to ensure that ordinary
people are kept even further away
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Hands Off Korea!
orkers’ Weekly
condemns the
accusations being

directed at the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) from Anglo-US

imperialism over the recent
nuclear test.

The peoples of the world,
including the Korean people and
their leadership, desire a nuclear-
free world and an end to all nuclear

threats. However, the US and other
big powers are the ones who are a
threat to world peace and security
with their nuclear monopoly and
aggression. US imperialist

domination must be ended.

Workers’ Weekly calls on the
working class and people to
oppose the disinformation about
the DPRK and wholeheartedly
support the movement for the
peaceful reunification of Korea.

he scandal over MPs’ fraudu-
lent expenses claims has

underlined the rotten and

archaic nature of parliamentary

democracy, and has contributed to
the crisis of a system whereby MPs
in general are being seen to have
failed to represent the electorate. At

Commentary

he British government made a promise to sup-
port the Palestinian people’s right to self-deter-
mination during World War 1. However, at the

same time it committed itself, in the infamous Balfour
Declaration, to “the establishment in Palestine of a
national home for the Jewish people”. In 1917,
Britain occupied Palestine, which had formerly been
part of the Ottoman empire. In 1922, Palestine was
handed to Britain as a mandated territory by the
League of Nations. Mandated territories were sup-
posed to be guided to independence by a supervisory
power that had as its primary consideration the wish-

Continued on page 3

from decision-making. It is part of
the scenario of the state to acceler-
ate changes which do not favour the
people’s interests, and to 
suggest that the people’s anger at

The Answer to the
Expenses Scandal Is
to Fight for
Democratic
Renewal with the
Election of Worker
Politicians Important seminar of RCPB(ML), “There Is A Way Out of the Crisis!”, held

on March 14, elaborating the need for worker politicians

For parts 1-4, check the website: www.rcpbml.org.uk
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Fatal Stabbing in South London:

The Youth are Not the
Problem 
They are Determined to
Take Control of their Future

wo teenage boys were

stabbed in Larkhall Park in
south London in April,

tragically ending the life of one,
while the other was injured.

Much has been made recently in
the media and by the big parties of
what has been called a surge in
youth violence. It is reported that
the stabbing took the number of
teenagers to die violently in the
capital this year up to seven and
tragically there have been further
deaths since. 

It is asserted that the youth are
the problem in society. The issue is
made one of “values” on the one
hand and law and order on the
other. Youth are supposed to be
“diverted” from violence and “anti-
social behaviour”, which by impli-

cation is their natural tendency.
Workers’ Weekly Youth Group

has received the following email

from a person local to the scene of
the incident, an eye-witness of the
actions and concerns of the people
and police in the immediate after-
math both of the stabbing and an
earlier road accident. The real
experience breaks through the
presentation of the problem as

coming from the youth. Rather, the
email hits the nail on the head that
the youth are blocked from build-
ing a bright future for themselves.

The only conclusion can be is that it
is the youth must take control of
their future, which is not to suggest
a quick fix, but a deep-going break
from the role young people are
assigned in society, their marginal-
isation and the degradation of their
cultural level.

Email to Workers’ Weekly
Youth Group

“Shortly after the stabbing hap-
pened, everyone was looking out to
see what was happening with a hel-
icopter circling low over the area.
The police started cordoning off the
pavements along our block, where
there was a trail of blood with occa-
sional pools. Then they cordoned
off the whole road as a crime scene.
After this was done, the police
started calling at each premises,

just taking names and addresses in
case of further enquiries.

“The concern among the people
is what kind of country are we leav-
ing the youth. Larkhall Park has
been beautified as part of an EU
scheme, while the pubs opposite
which used to be the hub of life,
and where I used to go, have closed
down only recently. Meanwhile,

the campus of the South Bank
University was closed down some

YOUTH+
STUDENT
page of the
Workers’
Weekly

Youth Group

years ago and is being transformed

into luxury apartments. 
“The point is that the youth have

their pride and energy, but are
being blocked from taking control
of their future. This is the nub of the
issue. They are being told they are
the problem, and they are failing to
grasp the opportunities society is
providing them with. What lovely
facilities and then they turn to knife
crime!

“Just earlier there had been an
accident by a local pub; it looked
like somebody had been knocked
down. What struck me was that one
youth, while others were gathering
round the person in the road and
phoning, was directing the traffic
which had been snarled up. In other
words, the problem is not with the
youth.

“Even the attitude of the police
is interesting. They unilaterally
take control, while regarding

everyone around, residents,

passers-by, etc., as obstacles to
their operations. They are the ones
that give themselves the right to do
whatever they think fit, while

everyone else are regarded as the
wrong-doers, and the discussion is
what tactics should be employed to
deal with them – brutal or not-so-
brutal. That is, they are the ones
that act with impunity.

“The issue is who is in control,
and what future.”

Students demonstrating to ‘Free
Hicham Yezza, For academic free-
dom’ after he was arrested
under the Terrrorism Act 2000
on May 14, 2008
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The Partition of
Palestine 1947-48
Part 5 of “Britain and Palestine: A
Criminal History of Intervention” 

Continued from page 1

es of the population of such territo-
ries. During the next 25 years how-
ever, successive British

governments fully supported the
aims of the Zionist movement, and
encouraged thousands of Jewish
settlers to migrate to Palestine. The
continual denial of the rights of the
Palestinians led to a major rebel-
lion in 1936, which was ruthlessly
suppressed by the British govern-
ment.

The government-appointed Peel
Commission in 1937 recommended
that Palestine should be partitioned.
However, this solution was rejected
both by the Palestinians, whose
uprising continued until 1939 and
who demanded independence for all
of Palestine, and also by the Zionists
who calculated that with the arrival
of even more Jewish settlers they
would be in a stronger position to
demand even more territory for a
future Jewish state. As a consequence
of these rejections, the British gov-
ernment then published its 1939
White Paper that stated: “HMG

therefore now declare unequivocally
that it is not part of their policy that
Palestine should become a Jewish
State.” Rather it declared its intention
was “the establishment within ten
years of an independent Palestinian
state”, and one in which “Arabs and
Jews share in government”.

However, the British govern-
ment’s attempt to repudiate its previ-
ous support for Zionism did not alter
the nature of the problem in Palestine
even during World War Two. Zionist
terrorism against both the British
administration and the Palestinian
people increased and culminated in
the attack on the King David Hotel in
Jerusalem in 1946. The Palestine
problem was further exacerbated by
the intervention of the US govern-
ment, which encouraged a massive
increase in Jewish migration and the
establishing of a “Jewish national
home” and opposed the creation of
an independent Palestinian state.
Having created a major problem in

the region, increasingly exacerbated
by continued but clandestine Jewish
migration and Zionist terrorist organ-
isations, and unable to meet neither
the demands of the Palestinians nor
those of the Jewish settlers, who by
1947 comprised 30% of the popula-
tion, Attlee’s Labour government

then sought to relinquish its mandate
and presented the problem to the
newly formed UN.

Britain’s responsibility
At the UN, Egypt, Saudi Arabia,

Syria, Lebanon, Iraq immediately

proposed that Palestine should be
declared independent, since it was
the only mandated territory in the
Middle East not to have this status,
but this proposal was defeated. The
UN General Assembly appointed a
Special Committee on Palestine

(UNSCOP) to investigate and sug-
gest solutions to the problem of
Palestine. A proposal from the Soviet
Union and Poland that the

Committee should also submit pro-
posals on the question of establishing
“the independent democratic state of
Palestine” was rejected but

UNSCOP was authorised to consider
the issue of Jewish refuges from
Europe. From the outset, the UN
refused to consider the possibility of
an independent Palestinian state. As a
consequence, when UNSCOP sub-
sequently conducted its investiga-
tions in Palestine and Europe,

Palestinian representatives refused to
co-operate with it. Nevertheless, it
concluded that Britain’s mandate
should be terminated and independ-
ence declared. However, it suggested
two proposals regarding independ-
ence. The proposal of the majority of
UNSCOP members, despite

Palestinian objections, was for parti-
tion, and the creation of two inde-
pendent states but with a unified
economy. The minority proposal was
for a federated state. It was also
recognised by UNSCOP that further
Jewish immigration into Palestine
should be restricted. However, the
policy of the British administration in
Palestine, which was to restrict

Jewish migration, only exacerbated
the situation in the wake of the atroc-
ities carried out against Europe’s
Jewish population by the Nazis and
their allies. A climate existed in
which the UN was forced to take
action in relation to the demands and
needs of Jewish refugees from

Europe, as well as in relation to the
rights of the Palestinians.

In September 1947, the UN

General Assembly constituted itself
as an Ad Hoc Committee and began
deliberating on the future of

Palestine. The United States

favoured partition. The Arab states
and the representatives of the

Palestinians rejected the partition
proposal out of hand, and reiterated
their position that the majority popu-
lation must be granted the right to
independence. The British govern-
ment stated that it would implement
any plan as long as there was agree-
ment by “both Arabs and Jews”. If
there was no such agreement, the
government announced that some
other authority would have to imple-
ment it. However, at the same time it
announced its intention to withdraw
its forces as soon as possible. Since
there was no likelihood of any such
agreement, the government’s

declared intention could only exacer-
bate the existing problem, which it
and previous British governments
had created.

Zionist state
In November 1947, the UN

General Assembly discussed and
voted the on two proposals.

Although some states still argued
that the UN had no authority to make
any decision about a mandated terri-
tory it was agreed despite strong
opposition and many abstentions that
the proposal to partition Palestine
should be put to a full vote of the
General Assembly. The representa-
tive of the British government

lamented the fact that no consensus
had been reached. It refused to allow
British troops to implement a deci-
sion that had not been agreed by both
the Arab and Jewish populations in

Palestine.

In the vote on partition on

November 29, there were 33 votes in
favour and 13 against with 10
abstentions. All the Arab states and
those states with predominantly

Muslim population voted against
partition, as did Cuba, Greece and
India. Britain, which abstained in the
voting, was to withdraw by August
1948 and a Jewish and Arab state
would become independent by

October 1948. Palestine was to be
divided into eight parts – three to be
allocated to the new Jewish state, and
three to the Palestinians. Jerusalem
was to be administered by the UN
initially for 10 years. There was to be
an economic union between the two
states but about half of the population
of the Jewish state were Palestinian
Arabs. Violence in Palestine, from
the Jewish settlers increased and
Britain announced it would evacuate
its troops and administration in May
1948, i.e. before any UN forces
could be introduced.

This created a situation in which
both the Zionists and the Arab states
threatened to intervene. It was during
this period of instability and uncer-
tainty that the massacre at Deir
Yassin occurred in April 1948 and
Palestinian refugees estimated at
over 700,000 began to flee from
those areas allocated to the new
Jewish state and other areas of
Palestine. In this climate, there were
calls from the US and others to stop
the process of partition and declare a
UN trusteeship over Palestine but
Israel declared its independence on
May 11 the day before British with-
drawal. Even before this date, forces
from Arab states had entered

Palestine and Zionist forces had
entered not only the designated terri-
tory of the Jewish state but also other
areas of Palestine too including
Jerusalem. Effectively a state of war
existed in Palestine and the UN was
forced to send in a mediator, who
was subsequently assassinated by the
Zionists, and to conduct peace nego-
tiations. Such was the birth of the
Zionist state of Israel.

Richard Kuper, Chair of Jews
for Justice for Palestine,

Khaled AlMudallal from Let
Palestinians Study, Betty
Hunter General Secretary

PSC, Oussama Mesoui
Federation of Student
Islamic Societies and

Bellavia Ribeiro-Addy NUS
Black Students Officer.
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Continued from page 1 tary system itself has promoted and
encouraged such practices.

The scandal is bringing to the
fore the crying need for worker
politicians, and that therein lies the
way forward and can provide the
alternative to the degeneracy of
parliamentary democracy. It is

instructive, for example, that the
Committee on Standards in Public
Life was established in 1994 to deal
with concerns about unethical con-
duct amongst MPs, including

accepting financial incentives for
tabling parliamentary questions,
and issues over procedures for
appointments to public bodies. It is
now conducting an inquiry into
MPs’ expenses, but it is clear that in
the past 15 years, the problems of
“standards in public life” have
intensified. The fact also that the
Electoral Commission was set up
largely to deal with underhand
financing of political parties in
power has also failed to resolve this
issue, despite the rules and regula-
tions which require annual reports
and accounts by registered political
parties.

Not parties in power!
The bottom line is that the estab-

lishment parties are engaged in
fraud on a continuous basis. They
cannot even be called genuine
political parties in which the MPs

engage in formulating their politi-
cal policies, let alone their members

or the electorate as a whole. They
operate on the basis of secret agen-
das, of fraudulent charades in par-
liament, of politics on the basis of
personalities, and so on. The crisis
of representative democracy is such
that even the Prime Minister is
speaking of “democratic renewal”.
This talk is as fraudulent as was
Labour’s erstwhile talk of “social-
ism”.

Parliament still takes the form of
a medieval absolutism with the
monarch in parliament, the royal
prerogative resting with cabinet
government, the parties not being

The Answer to the Expenses
Scandal Is to Fight for
Democratic Renewal with
the Election of Worker
Politicians 
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their disempowerment should not
be channelled into taking up their
own agenda, but be directed against
“corruption”.

The issue is how to change the
situation in a manner which favours
the people, to focus on the fact that
the system of representative

democracy as it exists is the

essence of fraud and corruption and
that the system which brings estab-
lishment parties to power has had
its day and must go.

In other words, the issue for the
working class and people is to dis-
cuss that they must take up the aim
of democratic renewal and how to
do so, in order to eliminate abuse of
power and class privilege and to
ensure the well-being of all. It is
this principle of democracy which
is being abused first and foremost.
This scandal is taking place at a
time when parliament is being used
to ensure that the rich are being
paid on a vast scale. Decisions are
being made and have been made

which provide billions of pounds to
the banks, which facts show have
done nothing to resolve the finan-
cial and economic crisis. More

money is being printed to buy gov-
ernment debt whose aim is to prop
up these owners of monopoly capi-
tal. Unless the aspirations of the
political delegates of the people is
to serve the people’s needs and ful-
fil their claims on society, rather
than to take up politics as a “career”
and to become part of a system
whose aim is to legislate pro-
grammes to pay the rich, then the
crisis of representative democracy

will deepen.
The issue becomes how to

democratise the political process
and institutions, so it is not the
major parliamentary parties which
come to power and disenfranchise
the people. One thing that the
expenses scandal is showing is not
only that the scandal runs through
all of them, but that the parliamen-

political but representing compet-

ing interests of the rich and of big
business, and the MPs having only
the role to fit into these archaic and
out of place arrangements. In fact, it
can be said that the present electoral
system of bringing political parties
to power is itself a fraud perpetrated
against the electorate.

To end the stranglehold of these
rotten forces on the political sys-
tem, it is necessary for the working
class and people to fight for politi-
cal renewal with the election of
worker politicians. The crisis of
representative democracy can only
begin to be resolved when workers
themselves actually put themselves
in Parliament, where they can hold
the government to account. Then
the workers can begin to be effec-
tive in ending the corruption which
is woven into the fabric of the sys-
tem and take the path of forming a
socially responsible government

with MPs whose interests are at one
with their peers, and who can be
recalled if they are not.

What governs the present elec-
toral arrangements is an hysterical
vying for seats and power in order
to serve the interests of the rich and
powerful. The present expenses

scandal is revealing just how

entrenched in such a system are nar-
row private and financial interests.
This system, these political institu-
tions and processes are deeply
inimical to the public good.

Worker candidates now!
The role of political parties as

gatekeepers of power for a privi-
leged elite must be forcefully chal-
lenged. It is the electorate who must

have the power to set the agenda,
not a chosen few in political parties
that have no responsibility to main-

tain a connection with the electorate
and whose peers are not the work-
ing people, youth or other sections
of the electorate but the barons of
capital. Such a system will give rise
to corruption, no matter what new
rules and regulations are formulated

to combat it. The way forward is to
intensify the movement for the
working class and people to put for-
ward their peers as candidates in
elections, beginning from the 
present.

No election without selection!
Stop paying the rich!
No to fascism and war!
End the crisis by electing worker
politicians!

Meetings to Mark the
Month of Solidarity
with the DPRK

Saturday, July 25, 3.00pm
Saklatvala Hall, Dominion Road, off Featherstone Road,

Southall UB2 5AA

All organised by Friends of Korea (Britain)


