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Teesside, to oppose the closure of
the Teesside Cast Products steel
works at Redcar. The closure
threatens nearly 3,000 jobs at the
Corus plant plus thousands more
in related industries. That is in
addition to the 4,500 job cuts

announced in the steel plants this
year in Sheffield, Rotherham and
Scunthorpe. On the demonstra-
tion, steel workers who travelled
hundreds of miles from other
Corus steel plants at Scunthorpe,
Llanwern, Port Talbot and Corby
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Support the Just Struggle of the 
Vestas Workers!

orkers at the Vestas
Windsystems

factory at Newport
on the Isle of Wight, most of
whom are young workers,

have been discussing for some

time how to combat the
arrogant decision made over
their heads to close down the
plant. Their decision has been

that they must get organised
and fight to keep Vestas open.
As a part of implementing this
decision, a number of the
workers have occupied the

factory and there is also a
large picket of around 200
outside the factory.

The Danish owners of Vestas

n Saturday, July 18,
“Save Our Steel!” and
“Don’t let river steel

die!” was the call of over 5,000
steel and other workers who
staged a militant demonstration
and rally in the centre of Redcar,

Continued on page 8

joined the workers from the
Redcar plant. Chemical workers
from Hartlepool and other work-
ers from the surrounding area also

Britain Out of
Afghanistan! 
No Troops on
Foreign Soil!

WORKERS
DEMONSTRATE
ON TEESSIDE TO
“SAVE OUR
STEEL”

T IS EIGHT YEARS SINCE THE ILLEGAL

INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN that was
then given sanction by the UN Security

Council, and the government is finding it increas-
ingly difficult to justify the continued military

offensive in that country.
At the present time, Britain has committed over

9,000 troops and other military personnel to the occu-
pation, the second largest contingent after the US.
According to the Minister of Defence, there are “com-
pelling reasons” why the British army is in
Afghanistan. However, his assertion that this has to do

Continued on page 2
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Support the
Just
Struggle of
the Vestas
Workers!

made the decision to pull out
and throw the 625 workers out
of their jobs as though these
workers were not human beings
with their livelihoods at stake
and their consciousness able to
be applied to resolve the
situation. The outlook of the
government has been that
private companies are there to
do what they like, and that any
outcome must take place only
within the confines of the
company’s dictate.

The government itself takes
no responsibility, even given
that this is the “renewable”
technology that it is supposed to
be the future. And it is
attempting to clutch at any
justification why it should
remain aloof from the future of
this industry and the fate of its
workers into the bargain.
Furthermore, in the manner of
all those who would comment
from the sidelines and not get to
the heart of the matter, it is
dragging into the argument a

supposed contradiction between
concerns over the crisis of global
climate change and local
concern about damage to the
environment.

The issue is and always has
been that the people whose
interests are involved should
participate in making decisions
about courses of action which
affect their future. This is the
principle that both the owners of
capital and the government itself
would rather not come to the
fore.

The demand of the workers at
Vestas in occupying offices at
the factory is to Keep Vestas
Open! They are pointing out not
only that they have a right to
their livelihoods, and that
anyone who is forced to lose
their jobs must get redundancy
pay at a high level as of right.
They are also pointing out that
their struggle is of benefit to the
Isle of Wight as a whole, and
indeed to everyone in the society
as they take a stand in favour of a
renewable energy future and
against the dictate of the owners
of capital.
Success to the Struggle of the
Vestas Workers!
Keep Vestas Open!

s workers at a wind turbine
manufacturer, we were
confident that as the reces-

sion took hold that green or renew-
able energy would be the area
where many jobs could be created
– not lost.

So we were horrified to find out
that our jobs were moving abroad
and that more than 525 jobs from
the Isle of Wight and Southampton
were going to be added to the
already poor state of island unem-
ployment.

This has sent, and will continue
to send, shockwaves of uncertainty
through countless families on the
island – many of which are being
forced to relocate away from the
island. 

We find this hard to stomach as
the government are getting away
with claiming they are investing
heavily in these types of industry. 

Only last week they said they
would create 400,000 green jobs.
How can the process start with 600
of us losing our jobs?

Now I’m not sure about you but
we think it’s about time that if the

government can spend billions
bailing out the banks – and even
nationalise them – then surely they
can do the same at Vestas.

The people of Vestas matter,
and the people of the island matter,
but equally importantly the people
of this planet matter. We will not be
brushed under the carpet by a gov-
ernment which is claiming to help
us.

We have occupied our factory
and call on the government to step
in and nationalise it. We and many
others believe it is essential that we
continue to keep our factory open
for our families and livelihoods,
but also for the future of the planet.

We call on Ed Miliband as the
relevant minister to come to the
island and tell us to our face why it
makes sense for the government to
launch a campaign to expand green
energy at the same moment as the
country’s only major wind turbine
producer closes.
Please show your support!
Above photos:Demonstration at
Department of Energy and
Climate Change, July 22

Continued from page 1

Collective Statement
from the Vestas
Workers
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Workers
Demonstrate
on Teesside
to “Save Our
Steel”

took part in the demonstration.
This is the third demonstration

since Corus announced that it was
to close the plant with nearly
3,000 job losses. The demonstra-
tion marched from Majuba Road
through the streets of Redcar to
the town centre for the rally. Bob
Stainthorpe, an electrician and
Deputy Chair of the multi-union
committee at the plant, chaired the
steel workers’ rally and welcomed
all who had joined in. He intro-
duced a number of speakers con-
demning the closure, including the
Mayor of Redcar and Cleveland
Borough Council Paul Briggs,
Derek Simpson, General
Secretary of Unite, Ray Vickers of
the Community Union, Kevin
Rowan, Northern region TUC,
and Vera Baird, MP for Redcar. 

Spirit of resistance
The rally chair called on Geoff

Waterfield, Chair of the Teesside
multi-union workers’ committee
at the Redcar plant, to make the
concluding speech. What Geoff
Waterfield said reflected the spirit
of resistance and dignity of the
steel workers, emphasising that
hard working people in their hour
of need are side-by-side shouting

enough is enough. How long must
decent hard working people pay
for the mistakes of the feckless
and the faceless jackals that are
devastating our towns, villages
and communities, he asked. The
workers have spoken out against
what we know to be wrong, yet
here we are the victims of this sys-
temic stupidity. Who pays for it? It
is our families and our people who
are workers – who build commu-
nities and not destroy them! When
will we see investments and long-
term commitment to manufactur-
ing and not these insulting
handouts, he declared to great
applause. He said that we, the steel
workers, are one of the last sur-
vivors of manufacturing in Britain
in the face of the destruction of
manufacturing driven on by the
profit mongers. He concluded by
saying that that the steel workers
refuse to turn the lights out on a
people who have given so much
over 200 years of steel making on
Teesside. The government should
back us and not the bankers. It is
workers like us who are the real
backbone of this country. With
these rousing remarks, the rally
concluded to great applause and
the shouting of Save our Steel!

ind turbine-maker
Vestas Wind Systems
announced that it was

to cut 1,900 jobs worldwide –
mainly in Britain and Denmark –
despite reporting a 70% rise in
quarterly profits. This represents
9% of its workforce. The Danish
firm blamed “market oversup-
ply”.

The announcement came as
Vestas reported a net profit of
56m euros (£50m) for the first
three months of 2009, up from
33m euros for the same period
last year. Quarterly sales at the
company, which is the world’s
largest manufacturer of wind tur-
bines, rose 59% to 1.11bn euros.
It also said it was sticking to its
full-year sales targets. 

Speaking of the decision to
close the Isle of Wight plant,
Vestas said that is was as a direct
result of the planning delays that
have dogged many wind farm
projects in Britain. Vestas said
that progress in the planning sys-
tem is so slow that despite the
extra government money it will
still be able to meet demand for
turbines through imports and will
no longer need its Isle of Wight
blade production facility.

“If the expected lay-offs are
carried out, Vestas will still have
substantial excess capacity in

Northern Europe compared with
the current, local market
prospects for the coming years,”
its report says.

Vestas said that a research and
development facility on the island
would be unaffected by the cuts,
but a spokesman for the company
said the plant itself was unlikely
to open again in the next few
years. “All of a sudden British
MPs have decided to spend some
money on renewable energy but
I’m afraid I don’t think that will
be a game-changer for the Isle of
Wight factory,” he said.

The Vestas factory is set to
shut at the end of July with the
loss of 525 jobs at the blade man-
ufacturing and research plant at
Newport, and a further 100 in
Southampton. 

Isle of Wight MP Andrew
Turner said, amongst other com-
ments: “[W]hen a hugely prof-
itable multi-national company
simply decides that it wants to
close down a factory regardless
of the consequences on its work-
force or the local economy it
seems that there is little that can
be done. That is one of the rea-
sons why it is important that pub-
lic money is invested in
businesses that are firmly rooted
in local economies.”
(Sources: BBC, FT, Ventnor Blog)

Background to the
Vestas Struggle

Continued from page 1

Geoff Waterfield and Bob
Stainthorpe at the conclusion of the

Rally

Demonstration proceeds along the sea front

Tolpuddle Festival 2009
Celebrating the Tolpuddle Martyrs
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INTERNATIONAL

Canadian Workers’ Strike:

Vale-Inco
Miners and
Refiners
Stand Firmly
against
Concessions

able,” Agnelli said.

Monopoly right not
sustainable!

In a press release from the bar-
gaining committee of the United
Steelworkers (USW) local union
branch, the committee vehemently
denounced Vale’s final offer saying
it was “virtually unchanged from
the demand for major concessions
they tabled months ago”, and rec-
ommending that workers unani-
mously reject the offer. The press
release points out: “Vale, as of
today, is a massively profitable
Brazilian company that made over
$13 billion pure profit last year, and
has over $22 billion of cash assets
on hand. They are, however, using
the overall economic conditions as a
fake excuse to demand major con-
cessions from our Collective
Agreement. Unfortunately Vale is
doing this with no regard to how it
will impact you, your families and
our community.

“Vale has extracted twice as
much profit from Ontario in their
two years of ownership as Inco
made in the previous 10 years.
However, they still insist they need
to radically impose these conces-
sions (on) their Canadian workers.
[...]

The committee particularly
notes that:
“- Destroying our nickel price bonus
and earnings-based compensation is
not acceptable.
- Concessions in seniority rights are
not acceptable.
- Contracting out our jobs is not
acceptable.
- All of the above concessions are
not acceptable.”

Vale SA and Roger Agnelli,
Xstrata PLC and Mick Davis and
the other mining monopolies
emerging as supermajors (BHP
Billiton, Rio Tinto and Anglo
American) are in crisis. The com-
modities boom could not and did
not last forever. The market capitali-
sation of the leading forty global
mining monopolies decreased 62
percent in 2008 and Vale and
Xstrata have been left with huge
debts as a result of buying Inco and
Falconbridge at the top of the mar-
ket. Over half a decade, corporate
insiders such as Brascan, hedge

funds, bankers, lawyers, account-
ants and speculators magically
transformed $2 billion companies
into $20 billion enterprises. Now
the bubble has burst and the Vale
and Xstrata monopoly groups are
living in a world where each is
either predator or prey. They are
desperately trying to survive and
emerge supreme. It is this system of
monopoly right that is not sustain-
able and resistance to unfettered
monopoly right is just.

Concessions are not
solutions!

The Vale Inco miners and refin-
ers are demonstrating their social
solidarity and determination to
defend the rights of all including
new hires and defeat the monopoly
offensive for concessions. Their
strike is a repudiation of the compa-
ny lie that workers’ hard work to
mine and refine the natural bounty
of Canada is a “cost” to some rich
person holding Vale Inco debt or
stock. Workers produce the added-
value and have first claim on it.
Society through taxes has second
claim to guarantee the needs of the
people and build the nation in oppo-
sition to monopoly right and the
financial oligarchy who through
their reckless greed have proven to
be troublemakers and wreckers.
The obsolete claims for interest,
fees and dividends are a drag and
interference in the socialised econo-
my and the real source of the eco-
nomic crisis. The old song that
foreign and domestic rich investors
are necessary to put miners and
refiners to work is outdated and no
longer relevant. Revenue from
workers’ production is more than
enough for extended reproduction
and public investment in local sec-
ondary manufacturing and the serv-
ice sectors. The more added-value
Vale Inco owners of equity and debt
take out of the regions through con-
cessions, the worse the local and
overall economy becomes.
Concessions are a plot of the rich to
impoverish the working class and
wreck the social fabric of the coun-
try.
(Source: The Marxist Leninist,
Daily on-line newspaper of the
Communist Party of Canada
(Marxist-Leninist), July 13, 2009)

ver 4,000 Vale-Inco min-
ers and refiners in
Sudbury and Port

Colborne, Ontario and Voisey’s
Bay, Labrador have voted over-
whelmingly to strike against con-
cessions. The Vale Inco
international monopoly is shame-
lessly using the economic crisis as
an excuse to force workers to give
up their traditional nickel produc-
tion bonuses and exclude new hires
from the existing defined-benefit
pension plans, among other conces-
sions.

On July 13, thirty-three hundred
nickel production and maintenance
workers in Sudbury and Port
Colborne, Ontario rejected Vale
Inco’s demands for concessions on
pensions, bonuses and many other
issues and launched a strike struggle
to defend their livelihoods. The

strike was authorised in ratification
votes on July 9 and 10 by 85 percent
of the twenty-six hundred Sudbury
workers who cast ballots. The large
participation in the mass discussions
and vote to strike against conces-
sions came despite company
attempts through its website to
undermine the trade union leader-
ship by appealing directly to work-
ers to give concessions. Also,
Ontario workers came out in over-
whelming numbers to discuss the
contract and vote even though their
mines and refineries are in the midst
of an eight-week company imposed
shutdown.

Speaking from Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil where Vale is based, CEO
Roger Agnelli castigated Sudbury
miners as costs that must come
down. “Sudbury is Vale’s highest-
cost operation and it’s not sustain-
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This is what is missing and
what the Gala needs to take
forward – that it is the

workers who must become
organised as an effective

independent political force in
their own right. And worker
politicians must champion a

new direction for the
economy under which it
becomes the people who

decide, and which turns the
tables on the anti-social

programme which is sending
the economy into deeper and

deeper crisis.

125TH DURHAM MINERS GALA

125th Durham
Miners Gala: 
A Great
Manifestation of
the Pride and
Dignity of Labour 

Che Guevara who, when asked
how long the struggle must contin-
ue, replied, “Until the final 
victory!”

Bob Crow, General Secretary of
the RMT, denounced the govern-
ment’s justifications for scapegoat-
ing Muslims, in the same way that
governments before had attacked
Asians, and the Nazis before that
had attacked the Jews to try and
sabotage the working class move-
ment and destroy its unity. He
opposed the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and said that the
workers demanded that the troops
be brought home. He denounced
the succour the government gives
to the Israeli state which has 200
nuclear weapons and which with
only the slightest pretext has
smashed to bits what little infra-
structure the Palestinians have. He
called for the working class to fight
for a better world and uphold once
again the fight for socialism.

A special international guest,
Ana Margareta Fuertes Elizarde,
Cuban teacher and trade unionist,
who was invited on the 50th
anniversary of the Cuban revolu-
tion, then addressed the Gala. She
thanked the Durham miners for the
invitation to celebrate this anniver-
sary alongside the 125th miners’
Gala. She brought, she said, the
solidarity of the Cuban working
class and people. She pointed out
that the internationalist solidarity
of the Durham miners in support of
the Cuban people, which included
the material support of ambulances
and medical supplies, had been

given especially during the special
period. She spoke of the unjust US
sanctions against Cuba and said
that after the recent hurricanes
which had devastated the country
the US had not lifted the embargo

n Saturday, July 11, over
100,000 took to the
streets of the city of

Durham for the 125th Durham
miners’ Gala, according to official
estimates, with some 50,000 on the
racecourse, and a crowd several
thousand strong taking part in the
Big Meeting. Workers from across
the region and other parts of the
country representing miners, rail-
way workers and public service
workers were amongst those par-
ticipating. Prominent this year
were hundreds of steel workers
from the Corus steel plant on
Teesside which is under threat of
massive job losses and closures.
Some 70 banners and almost as
many bands led the contingents
through Durham and onto the race-
course. The first bands and contin-
gents reached the racecourse
around 9.00am, while at 1.30pm
when the Big Meeting was in
progress contingents were still
arriving to join in the events.

The Chair of the Big Meeting,
David Guy, President of the
Durham Miners Association, to
great acclaim, called for everyone
to get behind the steel workers in
their fight against the cutbacks and
closures at Corus. He pointed out
that the calls of the working class
enshrined on the banners of the
contingents were the values that
stand the workers in good stead
today. Such slogans as Workers of
all countries, unite! An injury to
one is an injury to all! are just as
much watchwords now as they
were in the past, and will be in the

future also, he said to huge
applause.

This theme continued with the
speakers who addressed the Gala
Big Meeting. Matt Wrack, General
Secretary of the Fire Brigades
Union, opened the speeches with a
call for unity and struggle which he
said was a struggle for a better
world. Ian Lavery, President of the
NUM, gave a speech in which he
showed how the miners, win or
lose, had kept their dignity and
kept alive the spirit of the struggle
of the working class for a better

Continued on page 6

even for a few days to enable the
Cuban people to obtain emergency
building materials and medical
supplies. She said that the US sanc-
tions were in fact the greatest hurri-
cane that Cuba has faced, and
spoke with pride of how the Cuban
people were nevertheless standing
firm. She referred to Cuba’s great
achievements – Cuba, a small
island that, unlike those powers
that send troops to other countries,
has instead sent 35,000 health and
education workers to as many as 79
countries. Ana Margareta Fuertes
Elizarde concluded by hailing the

The Chair of the Big Meeting,
David Guy, President of the
Durham Miners Association,
... pointed out that ... Such
slogans as ‘Workers of all
countries, unite! An injury to
one is an injury to all!’ are
just as much watchwords
now as they were in the
past, and will be in the

future also.

world, a world where the miners
would play a decisive role in revi-
talising the economy for the future.
Len McCluskey, Unite Assistant
General Secretary, said that it was
no longer a question of repeating
that capitalism has failed. Even the
Financial Times is saying that. It is
a question, he declared, of fighting
for a practical alternative to the
100,000 workers a month who are
being thrown onto the dole. He
ended his speech with a quote from
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125th Durham
Miners Gala: 
A Great
Manifestation
of the Pride
and Dignity of
Labour 

solidarity between the two peoples
and the working class in particular,
and wished the Durham miners’
Gala a successful future.

During the Gala’s proceedings,
activists of the Northern Region of
RCPB(ML) distributed hundreds
of the Party’s special edition of
North East Workers and Politics
and Workers’ Weekly. The call of
the Party Oppose the dictate of the
monopolies! Take up responsibility
for the fate of society! was well
received and the comrades
engaged in discussion with many
workers on the tasks the workers
themselves face in turning the situ-
ation around so that it favours the
working class and all the oppressed
sections of society. This is what is
missing and what the Gala needs to
take forward – that it is the workers
who must become organised as an
effective independent political
force in their own right. And work-
er politicians must champion a new
direction for the economy under
which it becomes the people who
decide, and which turns the tables
on the anti-social programme
which is sending the economy into
deeper and deeper crisis. It is the
working class with its worker
politicians who can and must save
the day. This is the question that
needs to be confronted if the work-
ers’ movement is to make
progress: it is that workers have no
choice but to shoulder their respon-
sibility for the fate of society. This
was the call of the Party on the
occasion of the historic 125th
Durham Miners Gala. This was the
alternative which the Party
activists took to the class, bringing
out what is most positive in the
spirit of the Gala and which will
serve to unite the workers in the
cause of paving the way to a new
society, the better world to which
so many speakers had referred.

n May this year Corus, which
is owned by Tata Industries,
took the decision to put the

steelworkers at the Teesside Cast
Products plant on 90 days’ notice
when a 10-year contract to supply
steel to a global consortium was
prematurely ended by the consor-
tium. Corus said that the plant
which produces 25% of Britain’s
steel output would be “moth-
balled”. Corus blamed the consor-
tium, saying that they had
received steel at a low fixed price
for the life of the 10-year contract
when the steel was highly priced
on the steel market and now that
price had halved on the steel mar-
ket the consortium wanted to run
from the contract.

However, the issue here is that
the global multinationals such as
Tata Steel attempt to enforce their
dictate, while the government
also disregards the interests of the
social economy and regards
inward and outward investment
as the natural order of things. In
the conditions of the global eco-
nomic crisis and the slump in the
price of commodities, the monop-
olies are in cut-throat competition
to concentrate production in their
own hands and even destroy
capacity. The history of steel-

Continued from page 5

making in Britain bears this out.
Corus was formed in October
1999 through the merger of British
Steel and the Dutch monopoly
Koninklijke Hoogovens. In April
2007, Corus itself was taken over
and became a subsidiary of Tata
Steel. In the hey-day of the social
welfare state, the British Steel
Corporation had brought into state
ownership 90% of British steel-
making in 1967. As this system
went into crisis at the beginning of
the 1980s, the steelworkers fought
a bitter battle against the disman-
tling of the industry in a 13-week
national strike. Margaret Thatcher
brought in Ian MacGregor to over-
see this destruction, which more
than halved the workforce from
268,500 to 130,000. The same Ian
MacGregor was in charge of the
National Coal Board when
Thatcher took on the task of
defeating the miners during the
1984-1985 strike. 

Steel for the public good!
The call of the Save Our Steel

campaign is entirely just. The
workers demand that the govern-
ment shoulder its responsibilities
to society and make emergency
and long-term investments in the
steel industry instead of allowing
Corus to close the plant and devas-
tate the steel communities with the
untold human and financial costs
that will bring about. But it is cru-
cial to safeguarding their future
that the working class of the North
East, as with workers everywhere,
reject the government’s outlook
that the issue for the workers is to
get behind their bosses in being
competitive in the global market.
This is being used to justify job
cuts and the devastation of work-
ers’ communities everywhere.
This can never be the basis for cre-

ating a modern economy or for
solving the problem of creating
jobs and economic prosperity in
the North East or any other part of
Britain. 

The steel industry like every
other industry should serve the
social economy and the public
good, and not serve the drive of
the owners of capital to get rich at
the maximum possible pace and
by methods which just wreck any
human-centred endeavour. In
fact, these methods include utilis-
ing the state itself to serve the
interests of monopoly capital and
facilitate the concentration of the
added-value which the working
people produce in the hands of the
rich owners of monopoly capital.
This underlines that the social
economy and its industries and
services must be brought under
the control of those who live,
work and produce for it if the
government and the monopolies
persist in pursuing their reckless
and criminal course. The working
class must take up its own inde-
pendent programme for society
which demands a modern econo-
my capable of uninterrupted
extended reproduction, where
more is put into the economy than
is taken out and the people’s well-
being is put at the centre of the
economy and not the interests of
the monopolies. 

Building a steel industry
where the rights of the monopo-
lies are curtailed and the interests
of the people are paramount will
start to end the vagaries of the
present global economy and con-
tribute to charting a way out of
the crisis and building in its stead
a modern socialised economy.
Success to the Just Struggle of
the Steel Workers!
Save Our Steel!

For a Steel
Industry that
Serves the
Social
Economy!

Redcar Steelworks with main blast furnace complex 
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he stated, in a Russian university,
that the only president of
Honduras was Manuel Zelaya.

The coup perpetrators were in
a difficult situation. The initiative
transmitted to Costa Rica sought
the objective of saving them. It is
obvious that every day of delay
has a cost for the constitutional
president and tends to dilute the
exceptional international support
that he has received. The Yankee
manoeuvre does not increment the
possibilities of peace, but exactly
the opposite, it reduces them and
the danger of violence is growing,
given that the peoples of our
America will never resign them-
selves to the fate programmed for
them. When Micheletti, the de
facto president, proclaimed yes-
terday that he is prepared to resign
from his post if Zelaya resigns, I
knew that the State Department
and the military coup leaders had
agreed to replace him and send
him back to Congress as part of
the manoeuvre.

The only correct thing to do at
this point is to demand that the
government of the United States
ends its intervention, stops lend-
ing military support to the coup
perpetrators and withdraws its
Task Force from Honduras.

What is being demanded of the
Honduran people, in the name of
peace, is the negation of all the
principles that have been fought
for by all the nations of this hemi-
sphere.

“Respect for the right of others
is peace,” said [Benito] Juárez.
Fidel Castro Ruz
July 16, 2009
1:12 p.m.

Honduras

What Must Be
Demanded of
the United
States

he meeting in Costa Rica did
not lead and could not lead
to peace. The people of

Honduras are not at war; only the
coup perpetrators are using
weapons against them. They
should be called on to end their
war on the people. Such a meeting
between Zelaya and the coup
leaders would only serve to
demoralise the constitutional
president and wear down the ener-
gies of the Honduran people.

World public opinion knows
what has taken place in that coun-
try via footage circulated by inter-
national television, fundamentally
Telesur which, without losing a
second, faithfully transmitted
each and every one of the events
that took place in Honduras, the
speeches given and the unani-
mous agreements against the coup
by international agencies.

The world was able to see the
blows rained down on men and
women, the thousands of teargas
grenades fired on the crowds, the
gross gestures with weapons of
war and live rounds to intimidate,

wound or kill citizens.
The idea that Hugo Llorens,

the US ambassador in
Tegucigalpa, was unaware of or
discouraged the coup is absolutely
untrue. He knew about it, as did
the US military advisors, who did-
n’t stop their training of Honduran
troops for one minute.

It is now known that the idea of
promoting a peace move initiated
in Costa Rica emerged from the
offices of the State Department in
order to contribute to the consoli-
dation of the military coup.

The coup was conceived of and
organised by unscrupulous indi-
viduals on the extreme right,
dependable officials of George W.
Bush and promoted by him.

All of them, without exception,
have a bulky file of anti-Cuba
activities. Hugo Llorens, the
ambassador in Honduras since
mid-2008, is a Cuban-American.
He is part of a group of aggressive
US ambassadors in Central
America comprising Robert Blau,
ambassador in El Salvador;
Stephen McFarland in Guatemala;

and Robert Callahan in
Nicaragua, all appointed by Bush
in the months of July and August
of 2008.

The four are continuing the
line of Otto Reich and John
Negroponte who, together with
Oliver North, were responsible
for the dirty war in Nicaragua and
the death squads in Central
America, which cost the peoples
of the region tens of thousands of
lives.

Negroponte was Bush’s repre-
sentative at the United Nations,
czar of US intelligence and finally
assistant secretary of state. In dis-
tinct ways, both of them were
behind the Honduras coup.

The Soto Cano base in that
country, headquarters of the Joint
Task Force Bravo belonging to
the Armed Forces of the United
States, is the central support point
of the coup d’état in Honduras.

The United States has the sin-
ister plan of creating five further
military bases around Venezuela,
on the pretext of replacing the
Manta one in Ecuador.

The ridiculous adventure of the
coup d’état in Honduras has creat-
ed a really complicated situation
in Central America, which will
not be resolved by traps, decep-
tions and lies.

Every day, new details are
emerging of the implication of the
United States in that action, which
will also have serious repercus-
sions in all of Latin America.

The idea of a peace initiative
based in Costa Rica was transmit-
ted to the president of that country
from the State Department, when
Obama was in Moscow and when

- Fidel Castro, July 16, 2009 -

July 5, 2009: Hondurans demonstrate at Toncontin International Airport in
Tegucigalpa, in support of the return of President Manuel Zelaya.
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Continued from page 1 the Anglo-Americans were also
working with the government of
Pakistan to carry out military oper-
ations in that region too. The gov-
ernment’s “strategic objectives” in
the region were outlined in April in
UK policy in Afghanistan and
Pakistan: the way forward, which
commits Britain to long-term inter-
ference in both countries not only
on the grounds of allegedly com-
bating terrorism but also in order to
establish “good governance and
effective development” in these
two former British colonies. “Good
governance” in this case refers to a
political system based on the
British model of representative
democracy, and “effective devel-
opment” to bringing economies
within the orbit of the imperialist
economic system.

Need for anti-war
government

The British government has
therefore committed itself not only
to military intervention, as troop
numbers have almost tripled in the
last three years in response to the
growing resistance to the occupa-
tion in Afghanistan. It has also
increased its economic interven-
tion and political interference in
Pakistan. The government has its
second largest programme of
“development aid” in this country,
and is attempting to extend its
influence over the economic and
political life of Pakistan. The
British government’s expenditure
in the region is substantial. Military
spending on Afghanistan alone has
risen 36% from last year to £3.5
billion, while it has risen even more
dramatically in the last five years
from the £200 million spent in
2005-6. It is evident that the gov-
ernment is not being accidentally
drawn into greater intervention in
this region, as has been suggested,
but has a strategy to increase its
domination over the “cockpit” of
Central Asia whatever the financial
or human cost. As well as the
deaths of British soldiers, over
2,000 Afghan civilians were killed
last year, according to UN figures,
and the government is openly
declaring that recent military oper-
ations in Pakistan have resulted in

Britain Out of Afghanistan! 
No Troops on Foreign Soil!

with Britain’s “national security”
and is in order to keep Britain “safe
from the threat of terrorism” is less
than compelling, although this is
the justification that the govern-
ment often seeks to use to explain
its military intervention around the
world.

What has become evident is that
the resistance to the Anglo-
American-led invasion is growing
despite the size of the occupying
force which have now grown to
over 60,000. To these may also be
added the 90,000 troops of the so-
called Afghan National Army.
Already the US government has
pledged to send another 20,000
troops, many of them re-deployed
from Iraq, while Britain and other
countries are also promising addi-
tional troops, another clear sign
that the occupiers are not making
headway and suffering major mili-
tary reverses.

Public condemnation
Stepped up public condemna-

tion and criticism of the govern-
ment by the major opposition
parties in regard to the increasing
number of deaths of British sol-
diers engaged in the military occu-
pation and attempted conquest of
that country, to say nothing of the
estimated tens of thousands of
Afghans who have lost their lives,
is forcing the government to
attempt to justify military interven-
tion in Afghanistan. Gordon Brown
in recent weeks has been forced to
make several statements, both
inside and outside Parliament, on
the current situation.

The Prime Minister has
responded to criticisms of the gov-
ernment’s military intervention in
Afghanistan, which is causing the
loss of so many lives, mainly by
claiming that this is part of the “war
against terrorism”. He asserts that
terror plots aimed at Britain would
be hatched in Afghanistan were it
not for the military intervention of
the Anglo-Americans and their
allies. He also claimed that since
the border areas of Pakistan have
also been identified as a haven for
those allegedly hatching such plots,

“a major humanitarian cost” and
over two million refugees.

The Minister of Defence’s state-
ment that “the entire region in
which Afghanistan sits is of vital
strategic importance to the UK”,
points to the fact that the war in
Afghanistan remains what it has
always been – a means by which to
secure control over the “cockpit” of
Central Asia, an area that is as vital
for the Anglo-Americans and the
other big powers now as it was for
the imperialists of the 19th century.
It is in this context that the Anglo-
Americans are also stepping up
their military, political and eco-
nomic intervention in Pakistan.

There can be no justification for

Britain’s continued military inter-
vention and interference in
Afghanistan, in the region as a
whole or in any other of its unjust
wars, and this intervention must
end. The fact that the government
and the other major parties are
unwilling and unable to take this
course points to the urgent need for
an anti-war government which
truly represents the interests of the
majority of people in Britain and is
answerable to them. The people
must take it upon themselves to
establish such an anti-war govern-
ment that will end aggression
abroad and will serve the interests
of the people both at home and
abroad.
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What has become
evident is that

the resistance to
the Anglo-

American-led
invasion is

growing despite
the size of the
occupying force
which have now
grown to over

60,000.

Marking the Victory of
the Korean People

56th Anniversary of the
End of the Korean War

Social and BBQ

Saklatvala Hall, Dominion Road, off 
Feathersone Road, Southall UB2 5AA

All welcome!
Organised by Friends of Korea


